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A Labor Day Tradition - Come to the 
Haddam Neck Fair: September 2-5!

The 110th Haddam Neck Fair opens on Friday, 
September 2 at 4:00 p.m. and runs through 
Monday, September 5. As a major Connecticut 
Agricultural Fair, we work to maintain a family-
oriented, small, country atmosphere for visitors.

One of the highlights of the Fair are the 
exhibits entered by children and adults in many 
departments. The following departments have 
entry times only on Thursday, September 1st from 
3:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.: Haddam Neck General 
Store, 4H and Educational Booth Exhibits, Arts 
and Hobbies, Baked Goods, Canned Goods, 
Fancy Work and Quilts, Flowers and Horticulture, 

Photography, Spinning, and Fiber and Vegetables 
and Fruit.

The entries for cattle, rabbits, goats and sheep 
are mail-in only and the application can be found 
on the Fair website or in the 2022 Haddam Neck 
Fair Book.

The Haddam Neck Fairgrounds are located at 
26 Quarry Hill Road in Haddam Neck. GPS users 
must use the East Hampton Zip code, 06424.

All exhibits must be removed between 5:00 and 
6:00 p.m. on Monday, September 5.

For additional information about entering 
exhibits, please visit the Fair website at www.
haddamneckfair.com

By Dianne McHutchison
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Photo courtesy of the Haddam Neck Fair.

Catching Up With 
Marissa Lehmacher, 
Children’s Librarian 
& Head of Youth 
Services at BML

As many in our Haddam and Killingworth 
communities may know, the libraries are vibrant 
sites of conversation, programming and of course – 
reading - for adults and children alike. Library staff 
help to make this all happen. Haddam Killingworth 
News/HK-Now.com recently spoke with Marissa 
Lehmacher, Children’s Librarian at the Brainerd 
Memorial Library in Haddam (920 Saybrook Road). 

MP: Tell us a bit about your personal background 
(e.g., where do you hail from? where do you 
currently live?)
ML: I grew up in Killingworth and currently 
reside just over the River in East Haddam with my 
husband, our three young children, and a feisty 
Siamese cat. 

By Meghan Peterson

We are excited to get the 2022-2023 school year 
off and running here at RSD 17. There is no better 
sound than the excitement of children getting off the 
buses and going into the school hallways during the 
opening days. We are all looking forward to having 
the kids and staff back from summer break.

Our primary focus is to return to normal 
operations. We are working hard purposely to create 
a sense of normalcy for the kids as they head back to 
school.

In conjunction with CDC and CSDE guidelines, 
it is now deemed safe to return to pre-pandemic 
school operations. This means that on the buses, in 
the cafeteria, at recess, and in the classrooms, we 

will be going back to our pre-pandemic procedures. 
This will allow our teachers and leaders to focus 
all of their attention on managing education and 
student life, versus masks, social distancing and 
other mitigating strategies. I can assure you that we 
will continue to work closely with our local health 
directors to monitor the state of local conditions as 
well.

Back To School For Haddam & Killingworth!
From Regional School District 17 Superintendent Jeff 
Wihbey to the Board of Education

Continued on page HK3

Photo by Meghan Peterson.
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Commerce

Barton’s Landscaping
Since 1989

Lawn Mowing & Maintenance
Patios & Walkways

Hydroseeding • Tree Work
Mulching & Plantings

Excavating

Brian Barton
189 Turkey Hill Road, Haddam, CT 06438

860-345-4052

www.LindasTeam.com

860.209.7044 • Linda.OHara@raveis.com

860.388.3936 • 33 Main Street, Old Saybrook, CT

860.345.6700 • 577 Saybrook Road, Middletown, CT

860.209.7044 • 558 N Roast Meat Hill Rd., Killingworth, CT

239.331.4008 • 850 5th Ave. South Suite C, Naples, FL

LINDA B. O’HARA

860-554-0420
www.HigganumHardware.com

23 Killingworth Road, Higganum, CT
Hours of Operation:

Mon-Fri  8:30 am - 8:00 pm
Saturday  8:30 am - 4:00 pm
Sunday  9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Canning SeaSon  
iS Here!

Supplies are going fast.
We carry Ball Brand

• Jars  • Lids
• Pectin  • Salts

And More!
*Your new source for 
Milwaukee products*

Light It Up Electrical Services, LLC
Residential/Commercial

Call Today For A Free Estimate!
Theresa Ruvolo
Higganum, CT
860-849-0043

info@lightituptoday.com
Fully Insured E1-0202594

MP: Educational background? 
ML: I went to Sacred Heart Academy for high 
school and then attended Providence College where 
I received bachelor’s degrees in Psychology and 
Women’s Studies. After returning to CT, I worked in 
the field of social work for ten years and then decided 
to make a career change. I obtained my MLS from 
SCSU and have been happily working at Brainerd 
Memorial Library since 2013.
MP: Title/Position at BML?

ML: I am the Children's Librarian and Head of 
Youth Services at BML where I design, plan, and 
implement programs and activities for youth, work 
on collection development, assist patrons with library 
resources and services, and collaborate with other 
organizations in town. 
MP: What drew you to work at BML?
ML: I started working at BML to gain experience in 
the library world as I was finishing my MLS.  At the 
time, I wasn't certain of what population I wanted to 
work with or what type of library setting I wanted to 
work in.  Starting at a smaller library close to where 
I lived made sense. After spending time at BML and 
getting to know the library community here, it began 
to feel like home.  I love BML's historic architecture, 
our dedicated staff, and, most of all, our awesome 
patrons who make each day fun and exciting. 
MP: What do books mean to you?
ML: Books are doorways to other places.  They 
engage, inspire, provide knowledge, teach empathy & 
understanding, provide a sense of identity, and allow 
for escape.  Books are pure magic.  
 MP: What do you like to do when you are not 
working at the library?  
ML: When I'm not working at the library, I enjoy 
spending time with my loved ones at our family 
homes in Vermont and Nantucket.  Hiking, 
swimming, beach combing, gardening, photography, 
and exploring historic places are my favorite 
pastimes.  My kids and I are currently on a quest to 
visit and photograph all of Vermont's historic covered 
bridges. We've seen about a third so far and often find 
really great swimming holes at each location. 

 MP: What fun kid library programs/activities should 
we be on the look-out for?
ML: We have our summer reading ice cream social 
coming up at the end of this month (August 30, 
5-7:00 p.m.). We'll have make-your-own sundaes, fun 
crafts, and giant bubble making.  We're also gearing 
up for our back to school and fall programming 
which includes our weekly story and music times, our 
Fall Festival that the Friends of the Library sponsor, 
and various autumn-related activities throughout 
September and October.  Music with Margie will also 
be returning starting in October. Be on the lookout 
for new programs such as an environmental club 
for teens, a Pokémon club for tweens and new book 
clubs! During the month of September, Brainerd 
Memorial Library will celebrate Library Card Sign-
Up Month by hosting activities for children including 
make your own library card holder, library card 
bingo, decorate a library bookmark, and fun prizes!
MP: Any other fun factoids about you to share with 
our readership?
ML: A goal of mine is to visit every National Park, 
Monument, and Historic Site that is a part of the 
NPS. I'm kind of a geek about it and have a "Passport 
to Your National Parks" book where I collect 
cancellation stamps at each location.  I also hope to 
thru hike the Appalachian Trail someday.  

BRAINERD MEMORIAL LIBRARY

Catching Up With Marissa Lehmacher, Children’s Librarian & 
Head of Youth Services at BML
Continued from page HK1

Killingworth Transfer 
Station Permit

Starting September 1, 2022, you must display a 
current, blue sticker on your vehicle’s windshield to 
bring your trash to the transfer station.

A sticker is good for only one vehicle. Each 
household is entitled to stickers for two vehicles.

To obtain stickers, you must complete a 
Killingworth Transfer Station Permit Application

Submit your completed application to receive 
stickers at the:

• Tax Collector’s Office, Town Hall, during 
regular business hours. Bring current registration for 
each vehicle.

• The Transfer Station office, during normal hours 
of operation.

Town of Killingworth
323 Route 81
Killingworth, Connecticut 06419
860-663-1765, ext. 202
860-301-1990 (cell)
www.townofkillingworth.com

By Nancy Gorski, Killingworth First Selectman

KILLINGWORTH
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WITH OFFICES CONVENIENTLY  
LOCATED IN MIDDLETOWN & OLD SAYBROOK

Call us today for a Consultation:

860-316-2741
www.ArchLawGrp.com

 successor to
Dzialo, Pickett & Allen, P.C. 

Personal Injury

Estate Planning & Administration

Worker’s Compensation

Business Law

Municipal Law

Civil Litigation

Land Use & Zoning

18 Killingworth Road, Higganum, CT | 860-345-2315
Mon-Sat 9am-9pm, Sun 10am-6pm

Home town store with a world class selection
Locally 
Owned

Gift Cards

Chilled beers & wines in our walk-in cooler.

860-662-0657
116 Christian Hill Rd
Higganum, CT 06441

Always Fresh Eggs, Steaks, 
Burgers, Sausage, & 

MORE!

• 5th generation Family farm offering custom cutting!
• Self-Serve Available  • Pre-Orders Available

Visit us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SycamoreFarm116

Trivia Night on Monday (Coming Soon)
Taco Tuesday on Tuesday
Prime Beef on Thursday
DJ and Karaoke on Friday (Coming Soon)

Under new management | 860-554-3656
11 AM until 1 AM 

Kitchen open until 10 PM  Drink & Food Specials
26 Killingworth Road, Higganum

HADDAM BOARD OF SELECTMEN

This regular meeting of Haddam’s Board of Selectmen 
on August 8 at the Haddam Neck Firehouse was called 
to order by First Selectman Bob McGarry at 6:30 p.m. 
Also in attendance were Selectman Kate Anderson and 
Administrative Assistant JoAnn Ricciardelli.

First Selectman’s update: Regarding the Rossi 
property, McGarry stated that the town has received 
Opinions of Probable Cost for the remediation from 
the consultants that differ in some places with the 
town’s own consultant’s opinion.  The differences will be 
negotiated with Rossi.

Scovil Hoe:  The town has signed the Purchase and 
Sales agreement for the Scovil Hoe property and DOT 
has signed it. At this point the town is still waiting for 
the approval by the State Attorney General.

Swing Bridge: The American Bridge Company expects 
to start work in late August or early September on the 
approaches on the Haddam side of the river. There will 
be a ground-breaking ceremony sometime in the next 
several weeks. The Bridge Road sidewalks are moving 
along.  The mailbox at 71 Bridge Road will be moved.

Beaver Meadow Road Culvert: Some work had started 
on the Beaver Meadow Road Culvert but is being held 
up because Frontier needs to move a power pole.  This is 
no change from last month.  Haddam Center sidewalks 
are progressing.

Former Haddam Elementary School site: State Rep. 
Christine Palm submitted a request to the State Bond 
Commission for a $480,000 bond/grant from DECD 
for roof replacement/repairs, a multi-generational park 
and other improvements at the HES site. This has been 
approved. The Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Capital Budget has 
$400,000 for the roof replacement. Haddam received 
a $280,000 bond/grant which was submitted to the 
Commission by State Sen. Norm Needleman for the 
Higganum Cove Park. Once it is approved, this will 
continue the improvements to the cove per a master 
plan that has been drafted.

Higganum Center: The town just submitted a STEAP 
Grant (Small Town Economic Assistance Program) 
request for $445,000 for other improvements in 
Higganum Center that had to be modified/clarified 
because of the other grants which were successful.

Community Septic: The town met with DOT and 
DPH on the community septic project. DOT is now 
agreeable to the community septic lines going under 
Routes 154 and 81. DPH has some concerns that will 
need to be resolved.

New Construction: First Selectman McGarry 
toured Blueway Commons (Brookes Court) with Sen. 
Needleman and discussed the significance to the local 
businesses of 88 new families in Tylerville and also 
the impact of the swing bridge rehabilitation and the 
roundabouts construction, which are impacting the 
businesses.

Hope Gardens at 7 Island Dock Road has received its 
Certificate of Occupancy and is ready to open.

Road Work: The Department of Public Works in 
doing drainage work on Laurel Heights and next will 
work on Maple Avenue. The town has a contractor 
doing prep work on Thayer Road from Route 81 to 
Thayer Road Extension. The grinding and grading on 
Maple Avenue was scheduled for the week of August 15 

and the paving during the week of August 22nd.
Miscellaneous: The COVID reported-case rate 

continues to decline from 47 cases in June to 27 in July. 
CRAHD’s contractor will be doing a second and final 
round of storm basin treatment for mosquitoes. There 
have been no new complaints of noise at Haddam 
Meadows State Park since enforcement by DEEP has 
been stepped up. State troopers have also gone through 
at times as well.

Greg McKenna has been selected by the Department 
of Public Health as Connecticut’s Immunizer of the Year 
for his work on COVID. This award is given yearly to 
one person in each state.  An award ceremony is being 
planned.

There was no Board of Education report. Tax refunds 
of $8,263,79 were approved. Two requests for Elderly 
Tax Relief were approved. Motion was approved to hire 
a part-time Transfer Station assistant. Gail Reynolds 
was reappointed as an alternate member of the Inland 
Wetlands Commission. Two resolutions were approved 
in conjunction with the two grants discussed earlier in 
the meeting.

The next meeting of the Board of Selectmen will be 
September 12, at the Haddam Old Town Hall.

August 8 BOS Meeting Recap
By Edward Munster

Enjoy reading Haddam Killingworth News?
This newspaper is delivered FREE to all homes in

Haddam and Killingworth.

Support Haddam Killingworth News with a tax-deductible 
contribution to HCL, the parent organization of this newspaper.

Send your donation to HCL; P.O. Box 15; Higganum, CT 06441
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HIGGANUM VETERINARY 
CLINIC

92 Saybrook Road, P.O. Box 598
Higganum, CT 06441
Phone: 860.345.3366

Fax: 860.345.2557
Office Hours By Appointment

 House Calls • Farm Calls
All Animals from

Cows to Chickens,
Reptiles, Cats, Dogs,

Goats, Pigs, Birds
Follow us on Facebook
higganumvetclinic.com

KAREN PERRY AT LAW, LLC
Wills, Trusts, Real Estate and Land Use

860-306-5486
KarenPerryatLaw.com

255 route 80
KiLLingworth, ct 06419

Hours: Monday to Sunday  
11a.m. to 9p.m.

OutdOOr PatiO dining
Route 81, Village Plaza, Higganum, CT 06441

860-345-2737
Follow us on Facebook:  

ajspizzact
our website:  

www.ajspizzahigganum.com

Teri’s 
Package 

Store
8 Killingworth Rd.

Higganum, CT
860-345-4038

HWS
Package 

Store
1610 Saybrook Rd., 

Haddam, CT
Delivery upon request

860-345-4070

Owned & 
Operated by
Teri & Chuck

Everett

Proudly Serving Quality Breakfast Since 2011
Open: Monday - Friday   6am until noon  

Saturday & Sunday   7am until noon
Visit us on Facebook, Instagram and at www.jackscountryrestaurant.com

860-345-4446

Commercial & Residential
Seal Coating • Hot Rubberize Crack Repairs
Asphalt Repairs • Line Striping • Stenciling
 FREE ESTIMATES • CT LIC# 548957 & Insured

Complete Asphalt
Maintenance, LLC

860-345-SEAL  Haddam

Riebold Sanitation, LLC
Septic Tank Pumping • Real Estate Inspections 

Septic Repair and Installation • Neighborhood Discounts on Pumping
Family owned and operated for 3 generations  

from Fred to Richie to Eric since 1947

Higganum, CT   860-345-2708

rieboldsanitation@yahoo.com      rieboldsanitationllc.com

KILLINGWORTH LIBRARY

Pirates Ahoy!
It was Crocs versus Gators on a hot and humid 
Saturday morning as Killingworth Library hosted its 
first model boat race for children on August 6, 2022.  
Fanning technique and decorating style came into play 
as both the Gators and Crocs battled the occasional 
strong breeze pushing their boats backward, with the 
Gators narrowly clinching the win.

The final race was between Brainerd Library’s “Tuba 
Kelly” and Killingworth Library’s “Mrs. Fig,” with the 
winner being . . . (let’s just say it was a classic photo 
finish, check the Killingworth Library Facebook page 
for the result).

The boat races celebrated the close of our summer 
Pirates Ahoy program and provided participants 
with an opportunity to demonstrate both their 
good sportsmanship and creativity in decorating 
their boats. We salute all of our participants for also 
demonstrating kindness and teamwork throughout 
the event!  We also wish to thank Jim McDonald and 
Beth Fair for generously donating their time to be our 
race referees.

The Pirates Ahoy program was made possible by 
a grant from the Institute of Museum and Library 
Sciences under the provisions of the Library Services 
and Technology Act, administered by the Connecticut 
State Library.  The model boat races were funded in 
part by a grant from the Community Foundation of 
Middlesex County, in cooperation with the Peach Pit 
Foundation.  CFMC and the Peach Pit Foundation 
also funded our Candyland kickoff, the Mystic 
Aquarium event, the purchase of a Cricut machine to 
kick-start our new makerspace programming, and our 
summer reading giveaway prizes.

Killingworth Library wishes to express its gratitude 
for the funding that made these events possible! 

We would also like to thank the performers and 
presenters, and especially the 500+ participants who 
made our summer a fabulous success!

Fall programming will start soon, with the return 
of Dungeons & Dragons, a Minecraft Club, more 
crafting and stories, and hands-on, sing-along fun 
for the youngest ones. For details, please visit our 
Facebook and Instagram pages, as well as our website: 
killingworthlibrary.org.
September is Library Card Sign-Up Month

Libraries around the country, in partnership 
with the American Library Association, celebrate 
the beginning of every school year by encouraging 
residents to get a library card. In the 2021-2022 fiscal 
year, Killingworth Library added 211 new resident 
cardholders!
What can you get with your Killingworth Library 
card?

—Access to our collection of 25,000+ books; 5,000+ 

audio-visual materials; magazines, puzzles, and games 
– plus the ability to request items and manage your 
library account through the Bibliomation consortium. 
And don’t forget the museum passes that offer 
discounts to local attractions.

—Downloadable e-content from OverDrive and 
Hoopla, including ebooks, eaudios, movies, TV shows, 
comics, music and magazines.

—Access to informational, educational, and fun 
databases (all available on our website): BookFlix 
(read-alongs for children), Consumer Reports Online, 
Mango Languages, JobNow and Cypress Resume, 
Nuwave Legal Documents, and researchIT CT (State-
funded free access to databases covering everything 
from health, business and law to history, genealogy 
and student resources).

Register for a library card – in September or any 
other month – by visiting the library, or email us at 
mail@killingworthlibrary.org. Then start exploring all 
the benefits!

End-of-Summer 2022 News and Notes from Killingworth Library
By Tammy Eustis, Killingworth Library Association
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Mention this ad and get 10% OFF any roof!

We Will Beat Any Written Estimate!
We Offer 0% Financing
Call Sal at: 860-969-1617

PETE’S CLEANING
•	 Carpet	&	Tile	Cleaning	for	Over	50	Years

•	 Move-in	and	Move-out	Services

•	 Call	for	Quote	and	Prompt	Service

Call 
860-788-7373 

IT IS TIME TO CLEAN AND DISINFECT!

Firewood  
Cut, Split, Delivered

18 Leon Burr Road, Higganum, CT
Jack and Lisa • 860-345-2529

Enterprises, llc.

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Chipping 
Brush Hogging/Clearing • 75ft Bucket Truck Service 

Emergency Storm Work • Snow Plowing

860-754-7007
FULLY INSURED/LIC #HIC0648142

Garrick York, owner

David Scovel
Higganum

Free Estimates
Insured

860.301.2807
david@ICanDoWindows.com

I Can Do Services, LLC

Window Cleaning
Power Washing
Roof Cleaning
Solar Panel Cleaning

We Love ‘em!
Hate Dirty Windows?

NOW DELIVERING!
CRUSHED & WASHED STONE
MULTIPLE SIZES AVAILABLE
1¼ - DRIVEWAY PROCESS
WASHED SAND
STONE DUST
ECO-FRIENDLY - RECYCLED CONCRETE
PROCESS
IF WE DON’T STOCK IT, WE CAN GET IT!

www.mrwaterct.com
Lwelburn@mrwaterct.com

License #PLM0289737-P1

Lukas Welburn
860-559-9033
860-790-0792

(cell/text)

Residential
•	 Plumbing	service
•	 Well	pumps
•	 Well	tanks
•	 Water	treatment
•	 Water	heaters
•	 City/Well

Licensed and Insured

Please visit www.haddam.org, www.townofkillingworth,com 
or hk-now.com for the most current information, including 
cancellations, location changes, time changes. See hk-now.com 
for more information on calendar items.

Thursday, August 25
Toddler Tunes - Brainerd Memorial Library 10:00 
a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Haddam Zoning Board of Appeals meeting 7:00 
p.m.
CT Summer at the Museum – 2:00 p.m. – 8:00 
p.m. Thankful Arnold House.

Friday, August 26
CT Summer at the Museum – 12:00 p.m. – 3:00 
p.m. Thankful Arnold House.

Saturday, August 27 
Killingworth Women’s Organization Town 
Wide Tag Sale 9:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.  Make a day 
of it and come and shop for new and used items 
with multiple sellers! Kick off at 8:30 a.m. in the 
Courtyard, 176 Route 81 before you set off on your 
shopping journey throughout the scenic town of 
Killingworth! For more details, email: tagsale@
kwoct.org or visit www.kwoct.org/kwo-tag-sale

Sunday, August 28
CT Summer at the Museum – 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 
p.m. Thankful Arnold House.
The 4th Annual Free Haircut Event will take place 
at the Haddam Volunteer Fire Company. Dillon 
Zak and friends will be donating their time for Free 

Haircuts for HK students K-12. First come, first 
serve. Sponsored by HKYFS.

Monday, August 29
Killingworth Charter Revision meeting 7:00 p.m. 
(remote).

Tuesday, August 30
Preschool Storytime at Brainerd Memorial 
Library 10:00 a.m. Join us every Tuesday at 10:00 
a.m. for themed stories, songs, finger plays, and 
crafts.   Appropriate for children ages 2 to 5, but 
siblings are always welcome.  Storytime is held 
outside, weather permitting. Folding chairs will 
be provided, and families are welcome to bring a 
picnic blanket if they prefer.  

Wednesday, August 31
Haddam Conservation Commission meeting 7:00 
p.m.
CT Summer at the Museum – 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 
p.m. Thankful Arnold House.

Thursday, September 1 
Toddler Tunes - Brainerd Memorial Library 10:00 
a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Haddam Zoning Board of Appeals meeting 7:00 
p.m.
CT Summer at the Museum – 2:00 p.m. – 8:00 
p.m. Thankful Arnold House.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

4th Annual Free Haircut 
and School Supply Drive: 
August 28

Free Haircuts
Haddam-Killingworth Youth and Family Services 
announces its 4th Annual Free Haircut and School 
Supply Drive on Sunday, August 28, 2022. The event 
will be held at the Haddam Volunteer Firehouse at 
439 Saybrook Road in Higganum from 11:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. No appointment needed. Ages Kindergarten 
through 12th Grade.
School Supplies 
The HKYFS Backpack Program for the 2022-2023 
school year serves Haddam-Killingworth students 
who are in need of assistance with the essential tools 
to learn in the classroom.  When students start off the 
school year prepared, they are more likely to succeed 
in school.  We look forward to partnering with you 
to provide students a positive start to the upcoming 
school year. To donate supplies, we have a bin outside 
our building to leave items OR you may drop off 
any school supplies at Killingworth True Value, 228 
Route 81 in Killingworth. (please leave your name and 
contact information) We will be collecting until August 
28.
Items Needed: Pens, Pencils, Markers, Erasers, Pencil 
Cases, Pocket Folders, Notebooks, Highlighters, Post-
Its, Rulers, Index Cards, Glue Sticks, Colored Pencils, 
Child & Teenage Backpacks, Lunch boxes, Lined Paper 
and 3 Ring Binders.
To register your child/children for this confidential 
program, call 860-345-7498 or email office@hkyfs.org

By Laura Shipman, HKYFS

COMMUNITY
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Middletown Toyota
Your Toyota Headquarters.

TOYOTA 2022

TACOMA-TRD 
SPORT

TOYOTA 2022

VENZA-XLE
2 years or 25,000 miles free service with any new Toyota

Bring in this ad for a $700 discount! Expiration date 8/31/2022

634 Newfield Street, Middletown • 860-347-7294 • MiddletownToyota.com

Summer Heat Can Still Be Beat!
It’s not too late to install Ductless AC. Take advantage of rebates & 0% Financing! 

Call today or Visit our Ductless & Heat Pump Showroom in Portland!
View our Mitsubishi & Bosch Product lines in full operation and  

talk to one of our experts.

HIC. 0630546 ~ HTG.0393975-S1

Serving Central CT &  Middlesex County

Hours: Mon - Fri  
8 AM - 4 PM

1116 Portland Cobalt Rd. 
(Rt. 66), Portland 

absoluteairservices.com Heating & Cooling Installation and Service

Higganum Author Publishes His First Book
Every family has an interesting secret 
as part of their history.  Often, many 
families spend years trying to run away 
from their pasts.  What happens when 
that secret gets revealed and everyone 
must face that reality and what it means 
for the family today?  Debut Author 
Randy Wojnarowicz’s new book Two 
Roads: The Unraveling of Dark Family 
Secrets, explores the dynamic of a 
family secret and the impact on three 
generations of the Shipman family.

Ray Shipman faces losing not only 
himself, but everyone he ever loved.  
Ever the optimist, however, Ray is 
determined to live out whatever time 
he has left, on his own terms, with the 
love of his life, Allison, and his children, 
Dorothy and Jackie.

As Ray slips deeper into the grips of 
Alzheimer’s, he reveals a dark family 

secret that threatens to destroy the 
people he spent a lifetime protecting. 
Ray and Allison now face a reality they 
have avoided since the first year of their 
marriage, and it forces them to question 
whether their 50-year love story was 
real.

Ray’s beloved daughter, Dorothy, 
struggles to find the truth of who she 
really is and if Ray is the loving father 
she adores, or a fraud.

With incredible storytelling, 
Higganum author, Randy Wojnarowicz 
takes readers on an emotional ride seen 
through the eyes of three generations of 
the Shipman family as they grapple with 
their past, with losing Ray, and with an 
unimaginable tragedy that no one sees 
coming.

The road to publishing took more 
than two years.  Randy shared an 
unfinished manuscript with a literary 
strategist to whom he was referred by a 

friend.  The literary strategist loved the 
story and Randy hired them to help him 
navigate the publishing world.

When the book was released in 
March of this year, he promoted it on 
Facebook and watched as it climbed the 
debut book seller rankings all the way 
to #1 in its category, as well as claiming 
a spot in Amazon’s Hot New Releases, 
and garnering a 5 Star overall review 
from readers!

Since the book’s release, Randy has 
been interviewed on ‘The Authors 
Show’ and ‘Getting to the Heart of the 
Matter’ podcasts.

“It’s been quite a ride,” he says. “I 
am overwhelmed by the support and 
positive feedback from my readers.  I’m 
grateful for their kind words and by 
how much they’ve loved the story.”

The author does have a warning for 
anyone who reads his book: “You’re 
going to cry. It’s a beautiful story and 
there are a lot of intense moments.  I 
think people will identify with the 
characters and the issues and see some 
of themselves in what they are going 
through.”

Readers can learn more about 
Randy Wojnarowicz and Two Roads: 
The Unraveling of Dark Family 
Secrets through his website https://
RandyWojnarowicz.com and social 
media page https://www.facebook.com/
randy.wojo.author

By Randy Wojnarowicz

LITERATURE

What Goes Around, Comes Around!
In 1948, my in-laws replaced a window 
in their 18th century home.  Seventy-
four years later, as we were doing some 
repairs to that window, we found some 
newspapers from April 1948 which 
had been stuffed behind the window as 
insulation.

The Middletown Press of April 6, 
1948 carried a front page article titled 
Gas Rationing Unlikely — This Is an 
Election Year.  The article states, “House 
members said rationing is not popular 
with the public and that Congress would 
not vote for it so close to election time.”  
In  2022, President Biden is releasing 
strategic oil reserves in an attempt to 
lower gasoline prices as we head into 
the mid-term elections this year.  Need I 
say more?

The front-page article in the Hartford 
Courant of April 2, 1948 described the 

efforts of the U.S. and British air forces 
to provide relief to the people living in 
Berlin because of the blockade of these 
areas by the Soviet Union. This year 
Russia invaded Ukraine and the United 
States and its western allies are flying 
aid to Ukraine to help that country 
maintain its freedom.  This week the 
Chinese are threatening world peace 
as they want to gain dominance over 
Taiwan.

This quote from President Ronald 
Reagan has lasting relevance: “Freedom 
is a fragile thing and it’s never more 
than one generation away from 
extinction. It is not ours by way of 
inheritance; it must be fought for 
and defended constantly by each 
generation.”

Edward Munster, Haddam

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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WE ARE A PROUD FAMILY OWNED AND 
OPERATED DEALER UNLIKE MANY OTHERS! 

WE ARE FULL SERVICE WITH IN HOUSE 
INSTALLERS & TECHNICIANS. IN FACT, 

A MEMBER OF THE FAMILY IS 
ON EVERY JOB SITE!

HVFC Enjoys Great Turnout for the Open House & Touch-a-Truck Event

Haddam Volunteer Fire Company would like to 
thank everyone who stopped by Saturday for our 
open house and touch-a-truck! We’d also like 
to thank our guests— Connecticut State Police, 
Haddam Volunteer Ambulance Service, Inc. and the 
Haddam Volunteer Fire Company Auxiliary.

Open house attendees received tours of HVFC’s 
Engine 6-13, Brush 12-13, Marine-13, Rescue 5-13, 
and Utility Vehicle 8-13, along with two ambulances, 
a police vehicle, and K-9 unit. Participants learned 
about the police’s underwater sonar equipment, how 
firefighters use various tools to make forced entries, 
and how to fill and use portable water tanks to 
extinguish brush fires.

Children also participated in a trivia game/
scavenger hunt for prizes and tried donning 
firefighting gear.” We were really pleased with the 
turn out,” said Captain Josh Meyer. “It was a fun day 
for many families, and we hope to turn this into an 
annual event for the community.”

For more information on becoming a volunteer 
firefighter, visit haddamfire.com

By Olivia Drake, HVFC Information Officer

COMMUNITY

$20 Million Approved for Wrong-Way 
Warning System

New flashing beacon warning systems will be 
installed at 16 designated exit ramps (Connecticut 
has approximately 700 exits ramps) across the state 
after the State Bond Commission approved $20 
million for the project.

Connecticut has experienced 11 crashes this year, 
resulting in 20 fatalities due to drivers traveling the 
wrong way down a highway or a one-way road.

The new warning system includes cameras that 
will recognize wrong-way drivers. When a driver 
enters a ramp heading in the wrong direction, the 
cameras will trigger flashing lights to alert them.

According to authorities at the Department 
of Transportation, about 80% of the wrong-way 
accidents are due to alcohol impairment. Ten of the 
eleven recent accidents involved alcohol and two 

involved cannabis.
One Bond Commission member questioned 

whether legalized cannabis might be a reason for 
the increase in wrong-way accidents. To date, this is 
unknown. When the toxicology reports for 2022 are 
complete, officials may have an answer as to whether 
it has had an impact.

According to officials, the presence of cannabis 
does not always indicate impairment. This is 
because, unlike alcohol, cannabis can stay in a 
person’s body for weeks after it is consumed.

Connecticut State Troopers warn residents, “Do 
not to drive in the left lane past midnight because 
wrong-way drivers think they’re in the slow lane 
when in fact they’re in the fast lane.”

For more info about wrong-way accidents: https://
attorney-myers.com/2017/02/wrong-way-accidents/

By Sharon Challenger

PUBLIC SAFETY

Photos by Olivia Drake.


