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Higganum Outfitters now open for business
There’s a new store in town: Higganum Outfitters.

Higganum Outfitters, located at 310 Saybrook 
Road, will carry outdoor supplies, and housed 
within that, will be Lionheart Militaria which will 
sell firearms.

Peter Leonardo, a Haddam resident, will open 
the doors for business on Saturday, Nov. 6, 2021. 
The store will be open Thursday and Friday nights, 
5:00 to 8:00 p.m., and Saturday and Sunday, 9:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. There will be a Grand Opening 
celebration on Saturday, Nov. 13.

Pete moved to Haddam seven years ago. “When 
I moved to Haddam, Higganum Center was a 
ghost town,” said Pete. “I remember seeing an old 
decrepit brick building with vines growing on it. 
I instantly fell in love! Every time I drove through 
after that, I thought, ‘What can I bring to this town? 
What business would thrive here?'”

He has owned and sold multiple businesses, 
including a military surplus and gun store located 
in Guilford. “I had the opportunity to open 
another store in a very high volume area, but chose 
Higganum. That’s what this town needs, I thought,” 

explained Pete. “Higganum 
is a perfect market for a 
gun/outdoors store, a store 
that offers everything from 
fishing to firearms: a One 
Stop Shop.”

Pete grew up in 
Wallingford, though he 
spent a lot of time at his 
uncle’s flower shop in West 
Haven. “I learned many 
things along the way, but 
the two most important 
things were to treat your 
customers like family by 
offering fair and reasonable 
prices, and always give back to the community that 
supports you,” said Pete. He will be carrying chairs 
from GCI Outdoors, another Higganum business.

Pete is just setting up the store now, but he does 
seem to have some of everything: fishing poles 
for saltwater, freshwater, and ice fishing; tactical 
boots; Army surplus items like MREs, fatigues, 
and blankets; safety equipment like hearing 

and eye protection; holsters; pepper spray; gun 
care supplies; and first aid supplies like Quick 
Clot, tourniquets, and bandages. They will carry 
handguns, as well as long guns, both new, used, 
and antiques, along with ammunition. And they 
will carry knives, both new, used, and antique. He 
carries fire proof boxes. In the spring, he hopes to 
carry more outdoor equipment like kayaks and 

By Kathy Brown

Continued on page HK6

HKHS Boys & Girls Cross Country State Championships

On Monday, Nov. 1, 2021, the Haddam Killingworth 
High School boys and girls cross country teams 
traveled to Wickham Park in Manchester to compete 
in the Class SS State Championship meet.

Coming off their victory at the Shoreline 
Championship the previous week, the boys entered 
the meet as the favorite but knowing they would 

face some tough competition running against 
Griswold and East Hampton.  On a very muddy and 
challenging course, the boys had an outstanding 
day and came away with the team victory as they 
scored 52 points to easy outdistance runner up 
East Hampton who finished with 87 points.  This is 
the 11th overall state title overall for the boys cross 
country team and their 5th in the past 7 seasons.  
Leading the way for the Cougars was senior tri-

captain Caleb Freeman who won the individual title 
to be state champion and earn All-State honors for 
the 2nd consecutive season.  Freeman crossed the line 
in a time of 17:03 to come away with the 17 second 
win over the second place finisher.  Following him 
across the line was junior Alex Lara who finished 9th 
overall in time of 18:06 and senior Andrew Hedges 

By Matt Diglio, Coach

Continued on page HK6
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2021 ANNUAL HKYFS PUMPKIN RUN 

It’s never too early, but it might be too late with just a few units available!

Be our guest at this 2021 Open House event:

November 18th

11:30am - 2:00pm

Enjoy a complimentary lunch

RSVP: 860.271.0721

2021 Annual HKYFS Pumpkin Run Results and photos
(Oct. 31, 2021) — After an otherwise 
rainy weekend, the day of the 
Pumpkin Run, Haddam Killingworth 
Youth & Family Services’ annual 
major fundraiser, broke sunny and 
cool.

Runners and spectators started 
arriving at the Haddam Killingworth 
High School track, some in costume, 
to grab their bibs, and warm up for 
the 9:00 a.m. race. Approximately 300 
participants signed up for the race. 
210 people age 6 to 76 ran or walked 
the 5k course. Full results: www.
jbsports.com/hk-pumpkin-run.

Grace Mitchell, left, overall female 
winner, crossing the finish line with 
Jonathan Norton.

The first runner to cross the finish 
line was Chris Mayer, age 43, and the 
first woman to cross the finish line 
was Grace Mitchell, age 13.

This year there were four colors of 
race shirts available, which made for 
a more colorful race than usual.

JB Sports managed this year’s 
race. Volunteers made individual 
grab-and-go bags for each runner, 
which included water and snacks. 
Volunteers were also scattered along 
the course to direct runners.

Participants showed up in costumes 
such as Wonder Woman, a pink 
bunny, the Pope, a devil and angel 
duo, Star Trek, skeletons, Waldo, a 

couple of pumpkins, some minions, a 
few unicorns, and many others. Some 
even decorated strollers.

The “Run 169 Towns Society” 
made a good showing at this year’s 
Pumpkin Run. Members of the 
club aspire to run in every town in 
Connecticut. If you would like more 
information about this club, go to 
www.debticonn.org/home.html 

After the 5k, there were two kids’ 
Fun Runs. There was a one-lap 
version (1/4 mile), and a two-lap 

version (1/2 mile). Twenty-five 
children participated in the one-
lap Fun Run, and 24 children 
participated in the two-lap Fun Run. 
Each of the participants in those 
received a medal.
5k Results
Top three male finishers:

1. Chris Mayer, age 43, 18:53
2. Michael Slinskey, age 52, 19:36
3. Brian Dreyfus, age 44, 19:56

Top three female finishers:
1. Grace Mitchell*, age 13, 20:26
2. Megan Farrell, age 27, 20:42
3. Charlotte Behnke*, age 12, 21:32

Top three males, age 1-12
1. Fischer Norton* 22:47
2. Mason Coppola* 28:13
3. Quinn Spector* 29:11

Top three females, age 1-12
1. Charlotte Behnke* 21:32
2. Alyssa Behnke* 25:09
3. Annie Webster* 26:54

Top three males, age 13-19
1. Gabriel Victoria 20:05
2. Tyler Traczyk* 23:57
3. Adam Livingston* 25:17

Top three females, age 13-19
1. Grace Mitchell* 20:26
2. Delaney Aronson* 22:33
3. Emily Hickey 25:43

Top three males, age 20-29
1. Louis Folly 21:45
2. Skye Shogren      27:10
3. Sean Brennan 28:49

Top three females, age 20-29
1. Francesca Andronovo    26:39
2. Shaina Rowley                27:24
3. Jillian Stacee                   29:00

Top three males, age 30-39
1. Brock Currie         20:19
2. Joshua Pawlike     25:04
3. Mike Luk*            25:57

Top three females, age 30-39
1. Laura Christoph         21:38
2. Jacqueline Crawley    24:29
3. Helen Luk*               25:26

Top three males, age 40-49
1. Chris Mayer           18:53
2. Brian Dreyfus        19:56
3. Jonathan Norton*   20:27

Top three females, age 40-49
1. Allison Behnke*    22:08
2. Erin Chester*       24:09
3. Karen Therrien*   26:24

Top three males, age 50-59
1. Michael Slinskey     19:36

2. John Minervino*     20:13
3. Robert Backhaus    20:33

Top three females, age 50-59
1. Marcy Withington     22:08
2. Jennifer Glass          27:28
3. Melissa Bushey        28:01

Top three males, age 60-69
1. Derek McGlynn     21:54
2. John Barrows       27:16
3. Willy Jesek           29:16

Top three females, age 60-69
1. Gail Reynolds*        33:48
2. Marleen Grandia    34:44
3. Judi Silliere           39:34
Top three males, age 70-79
1. Rick Taff             27:39
2. Guy Pulino          34:38
3. Frederick Bond*  44:19

Top female, age 70-79
1. Terry Buganski     35:51

Kids Fun Run – 1 Lap
1. Joan Crawley        1:59
2. Sebastian Luk*     2:07
3. Maggie Ruggieri    2:12

Kids Fun Run – 2 Laps
1. Mark Drega*                       3:21
2. Benjamin Bayley*                3:42
3. Annemarie Ferrante Gouzie   3:46

*denotes Haddam/Killingworth residents

HK Youth & Family Services would 
like to thank the following sponsors 
and donors:

Silver Sponsors: Offerdahl, 
Emerson & Company (CPAs & 
Consultants); Coach and Carol 
Dupuis

Bronze Sponsors: Tower 
Laboratories LTD; Nutmeg 
Pharmacy; New Image Auto; SFL 
Scientific; The Holmes Family; 
Richard Gentile Building Co. LLC; 
Cornerstone  Construction Services 
Inc.

Sponsors: Hillcrest Agency, LLC; 
Jack’s Country Restaurant; Fireworks 
Hearth and Home LLC; Dutch Oil & 
Propane; River Valley Oil Service; The 
Lee Company; The Huscher  
Group/Tanya Bottaro; Northeast 
Diesel; River Valley Excavating

Donors: Robert’s Food Center; 
CT Rental Center; 99.1 PLR; Lesser 
Evil; The Grange Building Co.; 
Killingworth Pharmacy

By Kathy Brown

Beginning of one-lap Kids Fun Run. Chris Mayer, overall winner. Participants showed up in costumes.
Photos by Kathy Brown.
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HADDAM TOWN GOVERNMENT

BOE Needs input from community for Strategic Planning Process

As part of our strategic planning process, the 
Board of Education & Regional School District 
#17 are conducting a survey from November 2-24, 
2021. The survey, which is open to employees, 
parents, students, recent alumni and community 
members without students in the District, 
offers an opportunity to share your perceptions 
of the schools and your vision for the future. 

Involvement of the entire community is critical to 
build a strong, multi-year District Strategic Plan.

In addition to this survey, all of the data 
collected through interviews and focus groups, 
will be analyzed along with the District’s 
performance data, Vision of the Graduate, and 
guiding principles.  The final result will be a 
Strategic Plan with a clear mission, vision, and 
goals along with measurable milestones that build 
upon the common values held by the RSD 17 

community.  Completion of the Strategic Plan is 
set for late this Spring and will be shared with the 
public

The survey can be found here: https://survey2.
ecragroup.com/index.php/582666?lang=en

You will be taken to a third-party website and 
all responses will remain anonymous.

From RSD #17 BOE & Superintendent Jeffrey Wihbey.

Official 2021 Election Results for Haddam
Editor's Note: Per the Registrar, final results.
These are official results from November 2, 2021 subject to a recanvass in P&Z:By Haddam Registrars

EDUCATION
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KILLINGWORTH TOWN GOVERNMENT

Teri’s 
Package 

Store
8 Killingworth Rd.

Higganum, CT
860-345-4038

HWS
Package 

Store
1610 Saybrook Rd., 

Haddam, CT
(next to Cooking Co.)

860-345-4070

Owned & 
Operated by
Teri & Chuck

Everett

Haddam 
Killingworth News

PO Box 15, Higganum, CT 06441
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Anthony Giamei,  
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Kathy Brown,  
Senior Editor

Sharon Challenger,  
Composition Editor

Reporters: 
Deb Thomas, Austin Mirmina,  
Sally Haase, and Phil Devlin

Ed Munster, Advertising Manager

Interested in writing for us? 
Write to us at  

HK-NowEditors@Outlook.com
Businesses interested in advertising in Haddam 

Killingworth News should call Ed at 860-345-
2225, or e-mail e.munster@comcast.net.

Businesses interested in advertising in East 
Haddam News should call Michelle at 860-615-
9955 or e-mail sales@easthaddamnews.org.

Send all requests, content and comments 
to: HK-NowEditors@outlook.com
* paper is affiliated with HK-Now.com 

and the Haddam Civic League
Member of the Middlesex County

Chamber of Commerce

HKHS video: History of the KAA, as told by those who were there

When the Killingworth Ambulance Association 
celebrated its 50th anniversary Sunday, Oct. 17, 
2021 at Deer Lake, it concluded the event with a 
15-minute video chronicling the group’s history. 
Afterward, the committee that produced it was 
congratulated, the room was cleared and everyone 
went home.

But wait. We’re not finished. The credits haven’t 
rolled. We must thank those most responsible.

Without the help of Haddam-Killingworth High 
School, the video might not – no, would not – have 
been possible. Which is why the Killingworth 
Ambulance Association applauds and salutes one 
HKHS group in particular for its work in assembling 
a piece of Killingworth history and bringing it to 
Sunday’s celebration.

Would the members of Kasha Topa-Finberg’s Event 
Broadcasting class please step forward? Because 
without them, there would be no documentary.

As it turns out, they were ideal partners. Like 
the concerned citizens 
who organized the 
KAA 50 years ago, 
they volunteered their 
services.  And, like the 
individuals portrayed 
in the video, they were 
professional, accountable 

and successful.
Senior Shelby Welsch and junior Logan DiCicco 

were the most responsible, each instructed to 
collaborate with the Ambulance Association on the 
project. Welsch would film it. DiCicco would edit it. 
And Ms. Topa-Finberg would oversee it.

“Working on the KAA project was an amazing 
opportunity for Shelby and Logan,” said Topa-
Finberg. “Not only were they able to exercise their 
communications and technical skills, but they were 
involved in working with the community. They 
worked extremely hard on a turnaround project and 
created a finished, real-world product that made us 
proud.”

Result? See for yourself. By clicking on the 
following attachment, you can watch what they 
produced and understand why their assistance was 
so invaluable and why the KAA is indebted to them: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PfOKm575ST8

By Clark Judge

23 Killingworth Road, Higganum, CT
860-345-3607
Hours of Operation:

Mon-Fri  8:30 am - 8:00 pm
Saturday  8:30 am - 4:00 pm
Sunday  9:00 am - 3:00 pm

We want to take this opportunity to thank 
our local veterans for their service.  Everyone 
is invited to join the veterans for a cookout 

Saturday, Nov.13 from 11 am to 2:00 pm  
at our storefront.  

Additionally, we are giving all veterans a  
20% discount on your total purchase all 

weekend,  Nov.12th to 14th. 
This excludes Milwaukee and WORX brand power tools.

Don’t forget about the birds.  
Take 15% OFF  

all bird seed/feed products 
With this coupon.  Must present at time of purchase.   

Valid through 11/24/2021

Official 2021 Election Results for Killingworth
These numbers are from the Head Moderator’s 
Return from November 2, 2021 submitted by 
Killingworth Registrar:
First Selectman

Nancy Gorski (R)       1248
John Samperi (KCP)   260

Selectman (2 slots)
Louis Annino, Jr. (D)        1158
Jamie Mowat Young (D)   1058
Eileen Blewett (R)             900
Graig Judge (R)                 741
John Psenicnik (KCP)         181

Town Clerk
Dawn Rees Mooney (D/R)   2034

Town Treasurer
Donna Dupuis (D/R)           2006

Board of Finance (3 slots)
Tara Amatrudo (D)         1049

Annie K Stirna (D)          1044
Sara O’Brien (R)              986
Douglas Lefko (R)            838
Todd Blewett (R)              936
Dave Miller (KCP)            217
Harvey Derosa (KCP)       145
Ray Szumilas (KCP)         159

Board of Assessment Appeals
Matthew Stillman (D)      1091
Francesco Lulaj (R)          977

Planning & Zoning (3 slots)
Geoffrey Cook (D)         1141
William Tobelman (D)    1064
Brice McLaughlin (R)     1005
Guy Vecchitto (R)           961
David Gross (R)              985

Planning & Zoning Alternate 
Stephanie Warren (D)       1108
Malorie Neves (R)             902

Zoning Board of Appeals (2 slots)
Brian Patrick Young (D)     1270
Graig Judge (R)                1153

Zoning Board of Appeals Alternate
Benjamin Charney (D)       1034
John Mancini (R)                 961

Fire Commissioner
Jennifer Liptak (D)       1030
Don Offers (R)             997

Board of Education (2 slots)
Lisa Beth Connelly (D)    1078
Kathleen Sandi (D)         1046
Eileen Blewett (R)            950
Heather Scholfield (R)      936

Party Endorsed by (the candidate is not 
necessarily registered in that party): D=Democrat, 
R=Republican, P=Petitioning Candidate, KCP-
Killingworth Conservative Party

By Killingworth Registrar

KILLINGWORTH AMBULANCE
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Jeffrey Wihbey begins as RSD #17 Superintendent of Schools

Though the Regional School District #17 Board 
of Education signed a 3-year contract with Jeffrey 
Wihbey in August, Mr. Wihbey didn’t start work 
here until October 12, 2021.

Mr. Wihbey most recently served as the 
Superintendent of Schools for Connecticut Technical 
Education and Career System (CTECS), “leading 
and advocating for more than 11,000 students 
throughout the state,” said the press release.

Mr. Wihbey began his career as a high school 
social studies teacher, and served as a department 
head before becoming a school administrator.

While working at CTECS, he loved the mission 
and the fantastic school system. “We worked hard 
at making sure kids were both college ready as well 
as career ready,” said Mr. Wihbey. “I was proud of 
everything we achieved there as a team.”

However, he did miss the traditional pre-K 
through Grade 12 education. “I was looking for 
a professional home for many years to come, not 
just a job,” explained Mr. Wihbey. “RSD 17 is a 
great school district and when the opportunity was 
presented to me, my wife, and my kids, we were very 
excited for me to come here. The work or challenge 
of growing a great school district to an outstanding 
one was an attractive challenge.”

Many people are appreciative of the fact that 
HKHS still has technical or “shop” classes including 
small engines, auto shop, wood shop. We also have 
a robust Engineering program called “Project Lead 
the Way,” where students can earn college credits 
while taking engineering classes at HK. When 
asked his thoughts, Mr. Wihbey responded, “Tens 
of thousands of technical jobs are coming home 
from overseas. Many are coming to Connecticut, 
particularly with defense contracting, but really in 
many industries. Career Technical Education (CTE) 
is really going to be growing everywhere in the 
coming years.”

Coming into a new district can be a challenge, 
especially a high performing one like ours. What is 
the strategy of a new administrator? “My first goal is 
to learn and understand the Haddam/Killingworth 
communities’ aspirations for RSD 17,” said Mr. 
Wihbey. “Once those aspirations are understood 
and transparently communicated back to all 
stakeholders, I want to deliver a strategic operating 
plan to the community. An SOP will keep us focused 
on what is important, and efficiently and effectively 
direct resources to support our community goals.”

“All of us can get better every day at anything we 
are working on,” said Mr. Wihbey. “I believe in the 
‘growth mindset’ that espouses that no one has a 
ceiling. It is important for our kids and staff to work 
hard, have deep intellectual curiosity, and be given 
the proper amount of support which will always 
lead to growth and improvement. I have very high 

expectations for our students, our staff, our schools, 
and myself.”

Mr. Wihbey has been touring the schools and 
getting to know the district. On October 12, he 
visited HKMS, Oct. 14 he spent time at HKIS, Oct. 
21, he attended the arrival of buses at BES, Oct. 25 
he was at KES. And today, he will be at HKHS.

So far, Mr. Wihbey likes what he sees. “In my short 
time here, I have noticed very polite, well behaved, 
and welcoming students,” he said. ” I have also 
found a very dedicated educational workforce who 
take pride in rolling up their sleeves to make great 
opportunities for kids.”

“I have found a very thoughtful and caring 
community that has deep pride in their traditions 
and schools,” said Mr. Wihbey. “I couldn’t be more 
excited to be here with you!”

By Kathy Brown

EDUCATION

Jeff Wihbey.

Superintendent Wihbey and Principal Whidden watch the morning arrival of students at BES. Photos by Pamela Hensel.

ENTERTAINMENT

KILLINGWORTH, CT.....On Saturday November 
13th, five Killingworth farms will open their 
doors to the public free of charge for a 4th annual 
Killingworth fall farm tour.  From 11 am to 4 pm, 
visitors are welcome to tour the farms, enjoy special 
farm tour demonstrations and/or treats, and browse 
farm stores filled with locally produced gifts for 
everyone! Participating farms are Bitta Blue Farm 
228 River Rd. (goat milk soap, lotions, and bath 
accessories; jams, jellies, dried fruits, late season 
vegetables...closes at 3 pm), Down the Lane Farm 18 
Reservoir Rd. (honey, soaps, tea, beeswax candles, 

handcrafted gifts and collectables), Lavender Pond 
Farm 318 Roast Meat Hill Rd. (lavender, bath/
body/home lavender products, lavender themed 
gifts), Leightsinger Farm 293 Route 81 (non-GMO 
vegetables, beef, pork, chicken & eggs) and New 
England Alpacas 14 Bethke Rd (alpacas, alpaca 
fleece/yarn/products...closed if rain/snow). Maps 
and postcards with addresses of all farms will be 
available at each farm and there is ample parking.  
No public restrooms or food vendors. For more 
information and updates, please email at nealpacas@
aol.com, call 860-663-3482, or visit nealpacas.com 
website. 

By Neal Pacas

4TH Annual Killingworth Fall Farm Tour
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www.LindasTeam.com

860.209.7044 • Linda.OHara@raveis.com

860.388.3936 • 33 Main Street, Old Saybrook, CT

860.345.6700 • 577 Saybrook Road, Middletown, CT

860.209.7044 • 558 N Roast Meat Hill Rd., Killingworth, CT

239.331.4008 • 850 5th Ave. South Suite C, Naples, FL

LINDA B. O’HARA

HIGGANUM VETERINARY 
CLINIC

92 Saybrook Road, P.O. Box 598
Higganum, CT 06441
Phone: 860.345.3366

Fax: 860.345.2557
Office Hours By Appointment

 House Calls • Farm Calls
All Animals from

Cows to Chickens,
Reptiles, Cats, Dogs,

Goats, Pigs, Birds
Follow us on Facebook
higganumvetclinic.com

Total       
Hair

Celebrating 30 years in business
- Lori Aiello

860-663-2805
www.TotalHairKillingworth.com

Open Tues, Wed, Fri 9-5; Thur 12-8; Sat 8-4 
The Courtyard, 176 Rte. 81, Bldg 2

Practicing COVID-19 safety precautions.

Hair cuts and 
styles for 

the whole family

COMPLETE LAWN CARE
• Landscape Installation

• Snow Removal • Cleanups • Mulching
• Walkways & Retaining Walls

860-345-7769

CONTINUED FROM PAGE HK1

other water sports.
And in between the merchandise, there’s history. 

An anti-aircraft gun from WWII era. A rotor 
propeller off a Huey. Look around, and you will find 
more.

“Opening my new store in Higganum center allows 
my company to give back to the residents of Haddam 

by offering products at reasonable prices that unite 
families by getting them out of their houses and 
back into the outdoors,” said Pete. “We all have 
been locked away due to COVID-19, and now we 
can begin to get back to normal and enjoy outdoor 
activities together.”

Pete has a Bachelors degree in Criminal Justice and 
a Masters in Business, and has been in the firearms 
business for 10 years, providing products and 

services to the public, as well as specialized military 
and law enforcement units. He is a certified NRA 
instructor and will hold classes off site. Pete also does 
appraisals, estate sales, and repairs.

“It can be very intimidating buying your first 
firearm,” said Pete. “We are not pushy salesmen. We 
will help guide you in the right direction so that you 
feel comfortable and can safely handle anything you 
purchase.”

Higganum Outfitters will open for business Nov. 6
Continued from page HK1

who placed 11th in a time of 18:12- both boys also 
earn All State accolades by virtue of their top 12 
finish.  Rounding out the scoring for H-K were a pair 
of freshman, Jack Cozean and Colton Merola, who 
placed 16th and 19th overall in the race to lock up the 
team victory.  Seniors Evan Baird 19:03 (27th) and 
Tyler Robinson 19:10 (28th) also contributed to the 
team title.

Not to be outdone, the H-K girls cross country 
team also coming off a Shoreline title last week 
entered the Class SS meet as the favorite team but 
knew it would be a battle with a tough East Hampton 
squad.  The girls ran a tremendous race in challenging 
conditions to secure the team title as they scored 50 
points- 11 points ahead of rival East Hampton who 
finished in 2nd place with 61 points.  This is the 2nd 

consecutive state title for the girls team, their 4th 
championship in the past 6 years and their 5th overall 
in program history.  This is also the 3rd time in team 
history that both the boys and girls teams won a state 
title in the same year, joining the 2015 and 2017 teams 
in accomplishing this challenging feat as they were 
the only boys and girls program in the entire state to 
accomplish that feat this year.  Leading the way, as 
she has all season long, was junior Isabel Berardino 
who placed 4th overall in the race in a time of 21:18 
to earn All-State honors for the 2nd consecutive year.  
Closely following on her feels were senior co-captains 
Brianna Minervino who placed 6th (21:31) and Ava 
DiMatteo 8th (21:46)- both girls also earned All-State 
honors based on their performances.  Also running 
outstanding races and contributing to the team 
victory was sophomore Sydney Adelberg 16th (22:31) 
and junior Chloe Lacoss who in her first ever cross 

country season continued to impress as she placed 
18th (22:53) to secure the team win.  Freshman Keira 
Sehl-Albert 29th and senior Charlotte Selmer 44th 
also raced well to help the team come away with the 
state title.

By virtue of their performance at the state 
championship, both teams qualified for the State 
Open Championship meet which is being held on 
Friday November 5th at Wickham Park.

 *The boys and girls cross country team would 
also like to thank the Haddam Fire Department 
who volunteered their time to provide a fire truck 
escort to the team buses on their trip back from the 
meet through the center of town and into the school 
parking lot.  
Photos courtesy of Yvette & John Minervino.

HKHS Boys & Girls Cross Country State Championships
Continued from page HK1

LEGAL

LEGAL NOTICE
Town of Haddam

Inland Wetlands Commission
The Haddam Inland Wetlands Commission hereby authorizes the 
Town of Haddam to conduct regulated activities in designated 
areas located on Candlewood Hill Road on the Connecticut 
Department of Transportation property by Administrative 
Approval as no prudent and feasible alternative exists.
Information is on file in the Land Use Office of the Town of 
Haddam.
Inland Wetlands Commission, Haddam CT
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Riebold Sanitation, LLC
Septic Tank Pumping • Real Estate Inspections 

Septic Repair and Installation • Neighborhood Discounts on Pumping
Family owned and operated for 3 generations  

from Fred to Richie to Eric since 1947

Higganum, CT   860-345-2708

rieboldsanitation@yahoo.com      rieboldsanitationllc.com

HADDAM TOWN GOVERNMENT

860-662-0657
116 Christian Hill Rd
Higganum, CT 06441

Always Fresh Eggs, Steaks, 
Burgers, Sausage, & 

MORE!

• 5th generation Family farm offering custom cutting!
• Self-Serve Available  • Pre-Orders Available

Visit us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SycamoreFarm116

St. Peter Church Christmas Fair
November 19 & 20

Our Christmas Fair is back!  
You are invited to attend...

St. Peter Church 
30 St. Peter’s Lane, Higganum

Friday, November 19 
5:00pm - 7:00 pm

Saturday, November 20 
9:00am - 3:00pm

Visa card Raffle - Top Prize $2,500 gift card
Basket Raffle with 22 baskets for  

men, women and children
Holiday decorations including wreaths and 

other greenery, Bake Sale, Attic Treasures, and 
a “to-go” kitchen offering assorted soups and 

grinders.

18 Killingworth Road, Higganum, CT | 860-345-2315
Mon-Thur 9am-8pm, Fri-Sat 9am-9pm, Sun 10am-5pm

Home town store with a world class selection
Under New 

ManagementWe Deliver

Wake up call to Haddam

What do you do with your food scraps?  Most of us 
put them in the trash, some of us compost them in 
our yards inviting unwanted critters.   Haddam has 
a great solution on the horizon to tackle this portion 
of Connecticut’s trash crisis.

Food scraps are NOT trash.  Food scraps can 
be useful when converted to compost.  Those 
who compost at home know that not all food 
scraps produced in the kitchen can be composted.  
However, the town plan will not only include 
traditional food scraps, but also meat, bones, fish 
and shellfish, you know, all the stinky stuff.

Haddam  currently  pays $105/ton to have our 
municipal  trash hauled  to Materials Innovation 
and Recycling Authority (MIRA) Trash to Energy 
plant in Hartford.  That plant is scheduled to close 
on June 30, 2022.  The plan is to then send all the 
trash that would have been incinerated out to states 
like Pennsylvania, Michigan, Ohio and Alabama.  
It is predicted that our tipping(hauling) costs will 
skyrocket when that happens. Food scraps are heavy 
due to high water content so removing food waste 
will decrease the monthly tonnage and save the town 
money in the long run.

Haddam will be contracting with Hartford based 
Blue Earth Compost which will supply us with 
three food bins (to start) to be located next to the 
Swap Shack at the Transfer Station located at  750 
Saybrook Road.  Blue Earth  Compost currently 
serves 20 CT towns including Middletown, Essex, 
Durham/Middlefield and Branford. This program 
is free to those with transfer station passes.  Special 
passes for the Food Scrap program only , for those 
who have private haulers will be available in the 
future at the Town Office Building.

Blue Earth will come once a week and remove the 
food scraps, clean the bins and transport the food 
scraps to Quantum Biopower which is an anaerobic 
digestion facility located in Southington.  Quantum 
can quickly convert the food scraps into compost 
and Biogas.  Biogas helps to generate electricity and  
create natural gas and transportation fuel. Quantum 
is also able to contain the methane gas byproduct 
inside the building and not pollute the air.

The Sustainability Committee  has researched  

and gained unanimous approval from the Board of 
Selectmen to initiate this program.  We may need to 
fundraise a portion of the costs involved.  Included 
in these costs are supplies for advertisement,  a 
large sign for the transfer station and  purchasing 
Starter Kits for  those who want them.   The Starter 
Kits consist of a 2-gallon counter top bin, a 6-gallon 
transport bin for your weekly food scraps  and 
one roll of 25 compostable bags. Starter Kits and 
additional compostable bags will be for sale around 
town and  in the Town Office Building  when they 
become available.

What can you compost with Blue Earth?  Blue 
Earth’s motto is “If it Grows, It Goes.”  Acceptable 
items include: fruits, vegetables, meat, poultry and 
bones, fish/shellfish and shells, dairy products, 
bread, pasta, rice, grains, eggs, eggshells, chips and 
snacks, nuts and seeds, left over and spoiled food, 
coffee grounds, tea bags (no staples), paper towels 
and napkins used for food production (not used 
with cleaning products or wipes), cut flowers, pet 
food (no pet waste).  All food must be void of twist 
ties, rubber bands, food stickers.  This is not the 
place for regular recycling so please do not included 
plastic bags, wipes, hard plastic, glass or metal.

We cannot avoid 
the cost of removing 
municipal waste, bulky 
waste or recycling from 
Connecticut.  It does 
not matter whether you 
use the Transfer Station 
or have private pick up, 
something has to be 
done.  The goal of this 
initiative is to reduce the 
cost of garbage removal 
while doing something to 
benefit the environment.  
It may seem like a small 
step, but we can do 
great things by working 
together.  We will only 
be as successful as the 
number of participants 
and the amount of food 

scraps we remove from the municipal waste.  If you 
have any questions about the program or would like 
to volunteer, please contact us at 860-345-8531 X 
207 or HaddamSustainabilityCommittee@gmail.com

Program start date and information on fund 
raising will be announced soon.

By Linda Talbott, Kristin Battistoni, Virginia Murphy

Thanksgiving Food 
Drive: November 13

HADDAM VOL. AMBULANCE

Lend a hand to help those in need
Learn about our service, meet our volunteers

and tour our ambulance
The Haddam Volunteer Ambulance Service will 

be holding a Thanksgiving Food Drive on Saturday, 
November 13, 2021 from 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at 
the Higganum Village Market.

By Rene Karas-Johnson
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HKHS Girls Soccer raises money for HK Backpack program

(Oct. 29, 2021) — With the help of team parent 
Diane Phipps, the Haddam Killingworth High 
School Girls Soccer team held a fundraiser during 
the month of October for the HK Backpack 
Program.

The HK Backpack program takes donations 
from the community for our local children. 
They try to provide enough food for them to get 
through the weekend when school lunches are not 
available. Backpacks are filled with donated items 
for breakfast, lunch, dinner, and snacks. They are 
available on Thursdays for the children to pick them 
up in time for the weekend.

Thank you to the girls soccer team for “giving” to a 
local cause!
Photo by Diane Phipps.

By Mike Shea

Middletown
Rug Cleaning Co.

860-345-RUGS (7847)
207 SAYBROOK RD. • HIGGANUM

Specializing in Orientals
We Clean: Wall to Wall • Upholstery • All Area Rugs

Save Gas!
Aerus-Electrolux Vacuums

Local Sales & Service

Let us help you with
YOUR RUGS
15% OFF 

All Walk-Ins

KILLINGWORTH

PETE’S CLEANING
•	 Carpet	&	Tile	Cleaning	for	Over	50	Years

•	 Move-in	and	Move-out	Services

•	 Call	for	Quote	and	Prompt	Service

Call 
860-788-7373 

IT IS TIME TO CLEAN AND DISINFECT!

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Chipping 
Brush Hogging/Clearing • 75ft Bucket Truck Service 

Emergency Storm Work • Snow Plowing

860-754-7007
FULLY INSURED/LIC #HIC0648142

Garrick York, owner

Light It Up Electrical Services, LLC
Residential/Commercial

Call Today For A Free Estimate!
Theresa Ruvolo
Higganum, CT
860-849-0043

info@lightituptoday.com
Fully Insured E1-0202594

www.mrwaterct.com
Lwelburn@mrwaterct.com

License #PLM0289737-P1

Lukas Welburn
860-559-9033

Residential
•	 Plumbing	service
•	 Well	pumps
•	 Well	tanks
•	 Water	treatment
•	 Water	heaters
•	 City/Well

Licensed and Insured

Barrett-Kenneth Realty 
Group

860.368.0140
info@bkrealtygroup.com

Expertly represented by:

Contact us 
for all your 

real estate needs 
this Fall.

Leaves may be starting to fall,  
but home sales are not.

Please visit www.haddam.org, www.
townofkillingworth,com or hk-now.com for the most 
current information, including cancellations, location 
changes, time changes. See hk-now.com for more 
information on calendar items.

Thursday, November 11  
VETERANS DAY
Killingworth Conservation Comm. Meeting 7:00 
p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Higganum Cove Comm. Meeting 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 
p.m.

Saturday, November 13  
Killingworth Library Saturday Storytime on 
Zoom 10:00 a.m. Register in advance. 860 663-2000  
St James Christmas Fair 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Featuring Christmas tag sale items, books, crafts, 
jewelry, themed baskets, candy and baked goods. 
Turkey Soup will be available for take-out only.  
Haddam Ambulance Food Drive 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 
p.m. Thanksgiving Food Drive at Higganum Market
4th annual Killingworth Fall Farm Tour 11:00 
a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Five Killingworth farms will open 
their doors to the public free of charge for the 4th 
annual Killingworth fall farm tour. 

Monday, November 15  
Haddam Committee on Aging Meeting  10:00 a.m. 
– 12:00 p.m.
Haddam BOF Meeting  6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Haddam Inland Wetlands Meeting 7:00 p.m. – 
8:00 p.m.

Tuesday, November 16  
Killingworth P&Z Meeting 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
(remote access)

Wednesday, November 17  
Haddam Conservation Comm. Mtg.  7:00 p.m. – 
9:00 p.m. One week early due to Thanksgiving Day
Killingworth Comm. on Alternative Housing 
Meeting 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. (remote access)

Thursday, November 18  
Mystery Book Club – KW Library  6:30 p.m. - 7:30 
p.m. Join us as we discuss Walk the Wire by David 
Baldacci. Copies at the circulation desk. 860 663-
2000 
Haddam P&Z Meeting 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Own a local 
business?

Businesses interested in 
advertising

In Haddam Killingworth News
Should email Ed at e.munster@comcast.net
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HADDAM VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY

HK Youth and Family Services gratefully acknowledges all that 
supported the 28th Annual Pumpkin Run this year!

Sponsers
Offerdahl, Emerson & Company

Certified Public Accountants and Consultants
Coach and Carol Dupuis
Tower Laboratories LTD

Nutmeg Pharmacy
New Image Auto

SFL Scientific
The Holmes Family

Richard Gentile Building Co. LLC
Cornerstone Construction Services Inc.

Hillcrest Agency, LLC
Jack’s Country Restaurant

Fireworks Hearth and Home LLC
Dutch Oil & Propane

River Valley Oil Service
The Lee Company

The Huscher Group / Tanya Bottaro
Northeast Diesel

Donors
Robert’s Food Center

CT Rental Center
99.1 PLR

Lesser Evil
The Grange Building Co.
Killingworth Pharmacy

To our volunteers, Thank you for making this race a success!

HVFC Responds: Structure fire on Saybrook Road

(Oct. 31, 2021) Haddam Volunteer Fire 
Company, along with several mutual aid 
departments, was dispatched to a reported 
structure fire at 975 Saybrook Road at 11:15 
a.m. Oct. 31. Upon arrival, firefighters 
encountered flames coming from the A-side, 
or front of the house near the front door and 
through a front window.

The house, which has been unoccupied for 
some time, has since been used for storage. 
Firefighters quickly extinguished the fire 
and vented the home through the roof and 
several windows.

Although no one was injured in the fire, 

one firefighter who was not feeling well prior 
to the incident was transported to Middlesex 
Hospital. He has since been released.

The cause of the fire is under investigation 
but is likely electrical-related according 
to Haddam Fire Marshal Christopher 
Gamache.

Mutual Aid was provided by South Fire 
District Firefighters IAFF Local 3918, 
Chester Hose Company Inc., Killingworth 
Volunteer Fire Co., Durham Volunteer 
Fire Company, Haddam Neck Volunteer 
Fire Department, and East Haddam Fire 
Department.#haddamfire

By Olivia Drake, HVFC

Photo by Olivia Drake, HVFC.
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Middletown Toyota
Your Toyota Headquarters.

TOYOTA 2021

TACOMA-TRD 
SPORT

TOYOTA 2021

VENZA-XLE
2 years or 25,000 miles free service with any new Toyota

Bring in this ad for a $700 discount!

634 Newfield Street, Middletown • 860-347-7294 • MiddletownToyota.com

Paid for by the Haddam Republican Town Committee, D. Siegrist, Treasurer

THANK YOU Haddam Voters for your support of  
Bob McGarry and the entire Republican Team.

Football 2021: HKHS Defeats Windsor Locks/Suffield/East Granby team 21-14

On Friday night at home, Oct. 29, 
2021, the Haddam Killingworth High 
School Varsity football team defeated 
the Windsor Locks/Suffield/East 
Granby team 21-14.

Orion Inkel scored two 
touchdowns, including the go-ahead 
score with just over three minutes 
remaining, to lead the Cougars (2-4) 
past Windsor Locks/Suffield/East 
Granby (0-6). Alex Phipps hooked up 
with Ryan Duncanson on a 30-yard 
pass for the other HK score.

Aidan Walker led the way for the 
Red Raiders, throwing a 48-yard TD 
pass and running for a three-yard 
TD.

“We went up early on Windsor 
Locks only to let them back in the 
game in the third quarter, a pattern 
we seem to repeat,” said HK coach 
Tyler Wilcox. “But tonight, we 
showed some resolve and turned 
things around in the end. Major 

credit goes to Tate Callender. We 
brought him in late in the third 
quarter to play quarterback. He was 
our spark plug.”

The Cougars next host Rockville on 
Friday, Nov. 5, 2021 at 6:30 p.m.
Game Summary:

First Quarter:
HK – Orion Inkel 9 run (Kevin 

Cavrell kick)
HK – Ryan Duncanson 30 pass 

from Alex Phipps (Cavrell kick)
Second Quarter:
WL/S/EG – Aiden Walker 48 pass 

to Luke Holsey (Walker to Holsey 
pass)

Third Quarter:
WL/S/EG – Walker 3 run (pass 

failed)
Fourth Quarter:
HK – Inkel 7 run (Cavrell kick)
WL/S/EG (0-6) 0 8 6 0 14
HK (2-4) 14 0 0 7 21

By Barth Keck

CARTOON

www.redshedstudios.com

HKHS FOOTBALL

Cougars charging in for game time. Photo by 
Anthony Frasco.

Is your organization holding an 
event? Let us help spread the word!

Write to us at:
HK-NowEditors@Outlook.com


