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By Barth Keck, Assistant Coach, HKHS Football

Haddam-Killingworth head football coach 
Mike Baklik is stepping down after six years at 
the helm.

“It’s been a wonderful run,” said Baklik, 
who was named Pequot Conference Coach of 
the Year in 2017. “I’ve been blessed with strong 
support from the school, a first-rate staff, and 
just some great kids. I’m going to miss it.”

Baklik said his decision is based on the 
need to spend more time with his family, not-
ing he and his wife Courtney are expecting 
their second child this spring.

“I won’t be totally absent from the team,” 
said the coach, who is a physical education and 

health teacher at the school. “I will help out behind 
the scenes in any way I can. I just can’t devote the 
time required to be a head coach.”

Baklik is only the second head football 
coach in school history, taking over in 2014 
for HK icon Dennis O’Rourke, who started 
the program in 1977. Baklik, an HK alum, 
played football for O’Rourke and worked as 
an assistant on his staff for six years before 
O’Rourke retired. Baklik played his college 
football at Endicott.

In his six years as head coach, Baklik com-
piled a 32-32 record and led the team to its 
second-ever appearance in a state champi-
onship final last year where it lost the Class S 
game to Bloomfield. HK’s 11-2 record in 2018 
was the best in program history.

Among other notable program achievements 

Basketball 
opens with 
victories over 
Portland and 
Westbrook
By Ann Deibert, Asst. Coach,  
HKHS Girls Basketball

The Haddam Killingworth High 
School Girls Basketball program 
opened their 2019-2020 season on the 
road with two wins against Portland 
(Dec. 18, 2019) and Westbrook (Dec. 
20, 2019).

Senior captains, Anna Biondi and 
Belle Carini, totaled 47 of the 89 team 
points in the two contests. Anna Bi-
ondi is averaging 13.5 ppg and 5 steals 
per game, and 2 assists per game. Belle 
Carini is averaging 10 ppg and 5 re-
bounds per game.

Freshman forward, Kaleigh Bo-
dak, had two double-double evenings. 
Against Portland, she scored 11 points 

and grabbed 11 rebounds. Against 
Westbrook, she scored 10 points and 
grabbed 13 boards to finish a great 
Shoreline Conference debut week.

HK will look to Tessa Wills (Jr), 
Leah Sosnowski (Soph), and Ella Mc-
Glynn (Jr) for major minutes through-
out the season.

Sophomore guard, Carly Retterg, 
added 11 points for the Cougars 
against Portland and another four 
points against Westbrook.

Coach Scott Medeiros returns for 
his sixth season at the helm of the Cou-
gar Basketball program, and HKGBB is 
2-0 going into the holiday break.

Their first home games will be 
Thursday, January 2, 2020 against 
Morgan and Saturday, January 4, 2020 
against East Hampton.

Against Portland (12/18):

Anna Biondi 4 1 2 13, Belle Carini 4 
0 3 11, Kaleigh Bodak 3 0 5 11, Carly 
Rettberg 1 1 3 8, Tessa Wills 0 1 0 3, 
Leah Sosnowski 1 0 0 2, Peyton Yazmer 
1 0 0 2, Audra Yazmer 0 0 0

Final Score: HK 50 / Portland 29

Against Westbrook (12/20):

Anna Biondi 4 2 0 14, Kaleigh Bodak 
3 0 4 10, Belle Carini 4 0 1 9, Leah 
Sosnowski 3 0 0 6, Tessa Wills 2 0 0 4, 
Carly Rettberg 0 1 1 4, Peyton Yazmer 
1 0 0 2, Haley Phelps 0 0 0, Kelsey Lo-
nergan 0 0 0, Jordan O’Linn 0 0 0, Julia 
Favalora 0 0 0, Audra Yazmer 0 0 0

Final Score: HK 49 / Westbrook 25

Football Coach Baklik steps down after six years at helm

Photo by Chad Giulini.

Photo by Samantha Carini.

Continued on page H3
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Nathaniel B. 
Field Memorial 
Foundation 
donates to 
Volunteers in 
Psychotherapy
By Howie Field, NBFMF
This year, the Nathaniel B. Field Me-
morial Foundation, Inc. doubled its 
annual donation to a very special 
nonprofit organization, Volunteers 
In Psychotherapy. An alternative to 
insurance-covered psychotherapy and 
public clinics, VIP preserves people’s 
privacy to the maximum extent Con-
necticut law allows. Clients “pay for” 
their therapy by doing independent 
volunteer work for a charity, nonprofit or govern-
ment program. Importantly, VIP allows clients to stay 
in psychotherapy through VIP for as long as they find 
it helpful. We are fortunate to celebrate VIP’s 20th 
year anniversary, as we also remember and honor 
Nathan on his 21st birthday.

Over the past 20 years, VIP has provided over 
7,700 free therapy sessions with licensed clinicians in 
exchange for 31,000 hours of community volunteer 
work. With a 40% increase in requested services over 
the past year, the Foundation’s donation will help 

ensure that those seeking free and private therapy can 
have access to the help they need. For more informa-
tion, please contact Dr. Richard Shulman, Director 
and licensed psychologist at VIP at 860-233-5115, or 
visit the VIP website at www.CTVIP.org.

For more information on the Nathaniel B. Field 
Memorial Foundation, Inc., please visit our website 
at www.nathanielfield.org, our Facebook page, or 
email us at NBFMF@comcast.net. Our mission is to 
prevent suicide through public awareness and edu-
cation, to reduce the stigma of mental illness, and to 
provide hope and support. 

Middletown Toyota
Your Toyota Headquarters.

TOYOTA 2019

RAV4
TOYOTA 2019

CAMRY
2 years or 25,000 miles free service with any new Toyota

Bring in this ad for a $500 discount!

134 Main Street Ext., Middletown, CT

860-344-0005
www.estatetreasuresandservices.com

Ed Margnelli - Owner

• Moving to or from
   Assisted Living,
   Senior Housing,
   Downsizing, etc.
• Complete Clean-out

• Attic, Cellar, Garage, Yard
• Dump Runs/Dumpster
• Property made
   “Realtor Ready”
• Resale Value Considered

Estate Services

Moving & Clean-out Service

during the 2018 season was the team’s Sassacus Divi-
sion championship in the Pequot Conference and a 
school record 4,061 team rushing yards.

Baklik coached some of the most prolific per-
formers in HK football history, including Dalton 
Modehn, who rushed for a school-record 2,891 yards 
in his career, including this year’s 404-yard effort 
against Coventry/Windham RVT/Bolton/Lyman 
Memorial in which he scored seven touchdowns.

In addition, Alex Segaline broke school records 
for single-game passing (329 yards in 2015), sin-
gle-season passing (1,844 yards in 2015), and career 
passing (3,135 yards, 2014-16).

Under Baklik’s leadership, five Cougar football 
players have been named to the all-state team.

“I could not have asked for a better situation 
when I took the job,” said Baklik. “The support from 
both the school and the community – in particular 
from our Touchdown Club – has been nothing short 
of outstanding.”

Killingworth Library  
features new hours 
for a new year
By Laurie Prichard, Director, Killingworth Library

We are listening to what you told us about your 
community library. 

While the results of our community survey are 
still being tabulated as this is being written, one 
message is coming across loud and clear – the Kill-
ingworth Library needs to adjust its hours to better 
serve the needs of the community.  We know many 
patrons would like to visit the library on their way 
home from work.  The new schedule means that the 
library will be open until at least 6 PM every week-
day, and will continue to have its extended evening 
hours on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  

  Staff and volunteers have worked together 
to devise a schedule that allows us to open one hour 
earlier on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, as 
well as closing later on those days. This scheduling 
change will be made at no additional staff expense – 
all paid staff have adjusted their hours to make this 
happen. 

Effective January 2, 2020, the library’s hours are 
as follows:

Monday: 9:00 am – 6:00 pm
Tuesday: 10:00 am – 8:00 pm
Wednesday: 9:00 am – 6:00 pm
Thursday: 10:00 am – 8:00 pm
Friday: 9:00 am – 6:00 pm
Saturday: 9:00 am – 2:00 pm
Sunday: Closed

CONTINUED FROM H1

Football coach
Continued from page H1

Left to right: Christiana Field, Dr. Richard Shulman. Photo by Marie Field. 
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Meigs Point Nature Center – Upcoming Events for January 2020
COMMUNITY / OUTDOORS

By Janet Colandrea, MPNC Volunteer
Seals in Connecticut with Mystic Aquarium at Meigs 
Point Nature Center – Saturday, January 11, 2020 at 
2:00 p.m.

Join us for this informational talk about the variety 
of seals in Connecticut, both wintering seals and our 
increasing year round population. Learn where you 
might view them, and what you should do if you 
come across them on the beach. Snow date is Sunday, 
January 12, 2020 at 2:00 p.m.  This is family friendly, 
registration is required, please send your name and 
number of requested tickets (max 4) with your name 
and cell number to programs@meigspointnaturecen-
ter.org.  Visit www.meigspointnaturecenter.org for 
more information.

Bobcats in Connecticut at Meigs Point Nature Center  
–  Saturday, January 18, 2020 at 2:00 p.m.

Richard L Taylor, Jr, Master Wildlife Conservationist, 
will present a program on Bobcats that includes a 
description, location of sightings, habitat, breeding, 
diet, tracks, furbearers, the Bobcat Research Project, 
living with Bobcats and challenges.  This is family 
friendly, registration is required, please send your 

name and number of requested tickets (max 4) with 
your name and cell number to programs@meig-
spointnaturecenter.org.  Visit www.meigspointnatu-
recenter.org for more information.

Meigs Point Nature Center Seeks Docents! Become 
a greeter, animal care or program docent at Meigs 
Point Nature Center.  Sign up are send questions to 
volunteers@meigspointnaturecenter.org.

SERVING THE CONNECTICUT RIVER VALLEY  
& SHORELINE SINCE 1964

WITH OFFICES CONVIENIENTLY  
LOCATED IN MIDDLETOWN & OLD SAYBROOK

CALL US TODAY FOR A CONSULTATION:

860-316-2741
www.dpapc.com

Premises Liability
Slip and Fall and Trip and Fall Cases

By Attorney AnnMarie Cienava Rocco
Premises liability cases are notoriously difficult.  That doesn’t mean they should not be 
pursued if the injuries are serious, and liability can be proved.  “Slip and fall” cases or 
“trip and fall” cases can result in a spectrum of serious injuries from broken bones, to 
ligament injuries, to spinal cord injuries, to brain injuries.

The test in a premises liability case is whether the property is reasonably safe for its 
intended use.  The injured party must prove the existence of a dangerous condition; 
that the owner knew or should have known of its existence; and, that the dangerous 
condition existed for such a period of time that the owner should have discovered it in 
time to remedy it.

There are defenses in premises liability cases like the “ongoing storm doctrine” whose 
applicability is dependent on the facts of the case.  Furthermore, persons who are 
invited to the premises, known as “social invitees” and “business invitees” are afforded 
a higher degree of protection than trespassers.

If you are seriously injured due to a property owner’s failure to reasonably maintain 
his or her property, you may have questions regarding your right to recover for your 
injuries and damages.

Largest Papyrus Card/Gift Store in Middlesex County

Hours of Operation
Mon-Fri 8:30 AM-8:00 PM
Saturday 8:30 AM-4:00 PM
Sunday 9:00 AM-3:00 PM

Telephone: 860-345-3607
Fax: 860-345-3611

Web: www.nutmegpharmacy.com

Gout 
Gout is one of the oldest diseases known to man, and thought 

of as a Rich Man’s disease, suggesting some demographic and 
dietary predilections to the disease. Gout if untreated can cause 
serious joint, and kidney disease. The incidence of gout is in-
creasing steadily and is now the most common inflammatory 
joint disease seen in adults. 

    Identification and treatment of gout is important because 
preventing the formation of urate acid crystals in the kidneys will 
reduce kidney stones, kidney pain, and disease progression.

        There are medications that can increase Uric Acid levels in 
the blood, and thus trigger gout attack and these include Hydro-
chlorthiazide, Aspirin, Niacin, Cyclosporine and Levodopa.  Black 
Americans and Maori and Polynesian woman have a greater like-
ly hood of developing gout, due to the decreased length of their 
kidney tubules. As a general rule, males have a greater likelihood 
of developing gout.

     Interestingly, Gouty attacks are not just related to blood 
uric acid levels, so increased uric acid levels do not prove diag-
nosis of gout, and gout can occur with normal uric acid levels, 
and that is why dietary modifications are insufficient to lower uric 
acid levels, but diet is important to lessen the trigger of acute 
gout attack.

 Please always consult with your doctor to diagnose the 
gout condition, and  guide you in the proper treatment.

Better Health Nutmeg Coupon 
10% off any ibuprofen product.

Not to be combined with any other coupons, or discounts.
Coupon good thru January 18, 2020.

Nutmeg Pharmacy
23 Killingworth Rd.

Higganum, CT 06441

Free Home 
Delivery

Chip Frey • 860-345-4123 • 203-410-8258 • chipfrey@comcast.net

Free Estimates • No Job Too Small  Over 25 Years Experience
Licensed & Insured E-1#103344

I WILL call you back!

Riebold Sanitation, LLC
Septic Tank Pumping • Real Estate Inspections 

Septic Repair and Installation • Neighborhood Discounts on Pumping
Family owned and operated for 3 generations  

from Fred to Richie to Eric since 1947

Higganum, CT   860-345-2708

rieboldsanitation@yahoo.com      rieboldsanitationllc.com

Meigs Point Nature Center.
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KJ Welding LLC

Mobile Services 
Railings: Residential & Commercial

Equipment Repair
Aluminum, Stainless Steel

Pipe Certified, G9 Licensed

Ken Pellegrini
116 Filley Rd
Haddam, CT 06438

Office/Fax 860-345-8743
Cell 860-508-0611

kjwelder@att.net
HIC #0631508

Firewood  
Cut, Split, Delivered

18 Leon Burr Road, Higganum, CT
Jack and Lisa • 860-345-2529

Enterprises, llc.

Thank you to those who donated at St. Peter’s Red Cross blood drive

HK RECREATION DEPARTMENT

TO THE EDITOR

By Josselyn Salafia,  
Recreation Supervisor, HK Rec. Dept.
For more information on any of these programs, 
please call the HK Recreation Department at 860-
345-8334 or visit us on-line at www.hkrec.com.

Fitness Yoga

The Haddam-Killingworth Recreation Department 
is offering Fitness Yoga on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
January 7 – May 19 (No 2/13, 2/20) from 7:00 – 8:15 
p.m. at the HKHS cafeteria. Journey through a 75 
minute mind/body class. Discover the strength and 
cardiovascular benefits of this power yoga class and 
enjoy the relaxation as you reduce stress. Gain flexi-
bility and balance through a flow of yoga poses. This 
is a great class for all levels including advanced, in-
termediate and beginners. The fees are $216 for a 36 
coupon book, $126 for an 18 coupon book, and $10 
for one coupon. Coupons must be turned in at each 
class attended and are non-transferable. Participants 
need to bring their own yoga mat to class.

Indoor Pickleball

Indoor Pickleball is back by popular demand. In-
door Pickleball is a racquet sport that combines 
elements of badminton, tennis, and table tennis. 
The game (most similar to tennis) has 4 players on 
a court 1/3 the size of a tennis court. Solid paddles 
made of composite materials that are used to hit a 
perforated polymer ball, similar to a whiffle ball, 
over a net. Have fun playing while exercising your 
mind & body. Equipment provided or bring your 
own paddle. Session 1 will meet on Wednesdays Jan-
uary 8 –February 19 and Session 2 will meet March 
18 – May 6 from 6:15 – 8:15 p.m. at the Killingworth 

Elementary School All Purpose Room. There will 
also be a session on Tuesdays for (18+) January 7 – 
February 18 from 6:30 -8:30 p.m. at the HK High 
School Auxiliary gym. The fee is $35 and non-resi-
dents can register for an additional $5.

“COME PLAY IN THE MUD” Pottery

In this adult level introduction to pottery class, learn 
simple hand building techniques, allowing you to 
express yourself by making a wide variety of pottery 
forms. The first 4 classes will focus on construction 
techniques and creation of forms. On week 5, you 
will be glazing your work, and week 6 will bring us a 
critique of your finished projects and celebration.

The program will meet on Tuesdays, January 7 
– February 11 from 5:30 – 8:30 at the Haddam-Kill-
ingworth High School Room B-114. There will be a 
second session March 3 – April 14 (No 4/7). The fee 
is $165 each session (non-residents add $10).

Creative Writing

Learn the craft of writing books for children. Editors 
are looking to bring to their publishing house the 
next new talent. Write the stories that interest them by 
writing about what interests YOU. Learn how to find 
those editors, what to send them, and how to present 
your work. It’s a misconception that you need to be 
an artist to write children’s books – if you are not, 
the publisher hires one for your story. Topics include: 
Formats, brainstorming, writing and illustration do’s 
& don’ts, what publishers look for, finding publishers, 
submitting work, contracts, working with editors, 
agents, and more. The program will meet Tuesdays, 
January 14 – February 18 from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. at the 
Haddam-Killingworth High School Lower Media. 

The fee is $200. Non-residents please add $10.

Aqua Aerobics

Aqua Aerobics at the HKHS Pool is a great car-
dio-vascular workout for all ages, all fitness levels, 
swimmers & non-swimmers. No equipment is 
required. This free-style class includes a variety of 
styles including kickboxing, water walking, strength 
training, & more. Noodles, kickboards, and hand 
buoys are used for a total body workout.

A Mini-Class will be held January 13, 15 and 22 
from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. All three classes will be $21, 
$16 for two or $10 drop in. Session I will be held on 
Mondays and Wednesdays from February 10 – March 
23 (No 2/17). There will be a second session from 
April 13 – May 20. The fee is $72/$60 with a new pool 
membership and Sr. Citizens each session. Register 
once a week for $42/$36. Drop-in for $10 each class.

After School Child Care Programs

The HK Recreation Department’s State Licensed After 
School Programs are available on a full-time or part-
time basis, including minimum days of school at Burr 
and Killingworth Elementary Schools.  We are very ac-
commodating and we even have sibling discounts.  Rec-
reation Scholarships are available for those who qualify.

The benefits your child may experience by join-
ing the After School program are:

    Exercise
    Homework Club
    Socialization with peers
    Creativity through arts & crafts
    Use of the computer lab 1 day a week
    Bi-monthly themed dance parties

For more information, please visit our website – 
www.hkrec.com, call 860-345-8334 or email Jen 
Mislick, Director of Child Care – jen@hkrec.com

Thank you to all who donated during the Red Cross 
blood drive at St. Peter Church Tuesday, Dec. 17, 
2019. Despite freezing rain throughout the day, do-
nors persevered and 32 productive units of blood 
were collected, exceeding the Red Cross goal of 28 
units. The Red Cross reports that each unit can help 

up to three persons, which means that as many as 96 
people may benefit.

The response is a testament to the generosity 
and kind-heartedness of Haddam and Killingworth 
residents. Even with the busy schedule of the holi-
day season and the foul weather conditions, people 

donated, which is a great example of support for the 
welfare of others.

The next blood drive at St Peter’s is scheduled for 
April 7, 2020. Merry Christmas and thank you again!

Peter Sonski
Blood drive coordinator

MAWC, LLC Certified Public Accountants & 
Business Consultants

Offices located in Killingworth and Shelton

Tax Planning and Preparation for Businesses and Individuals

Estate and Retirement Planning

Auditing and Accounting

860-663-0110
203-925-9600

www.MAWCcpas.com

Award 
Winning!

if you can dream it...we can do it!
860.345.8847 • Call Us For Samples!

www.cakesbydonna.com

HIGGANUM VETERINARY 
CLINIC

92 Saybrook Road, P.O. Box 598
Higganum, CT 06441
Phone: 860.345.3366

Fax: 860.345.2557
Office Hours By Appointment

 House Calls • Farm Calls
All Animals from

Cows to Chickens,
Reptiles, Cats, Dogs,

Goats, Pigs, Birds
Follow us on Facebook
higganumvetclinic.com

Winter 2020 programs and activities, part 3
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Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Chipping 
Brush Hogging/Clearing • 75ft Bucket Truck Service 

Emergency Storm Work • Snow Plowing

860-754-7007
FULLY INSURED/LIC #HIC0648142

Garrick York, owner

A short history of the First Congregational Church of Haddam
CONNECTICUT LEGACY

By Alessio Gallarotti
The First Congregational 
Church of Haddam, now at 905 
Saybrook Road in Haddam, 
was officially founded, or con-
gregated, during the year 1700. 
According to a quote from Rev-
erend Fiske, the second pastor 
in the pastorate, fourteen men 
officially congregated on No-
vember 14, 1700 before the first 
pastor Jeremiah Hobart. Many 
claimed over the years that the 
church should have been dated 
to 1696 when official baptism 
records were found which cited 
the church at Haddam, though 
since no official pastor was at 
the time, the date remains 1700.

The People of Haddam are 
said to have come down from 
Hartford around 1662. The first 
meeting place for the congre-
gation is said to have been built 
little more than a decade later 
near “Little Meadow.” After the 
incorporation of Haddam in 
1668, there were two potential 
pastors before Hobart eventu-
ally received the title. The first, 
Jonathon Willoughby, son of 
the Deputy Governor of Massa-
chusetts was well received by the 
people, who also began to build 
him a home. Though he poorly 
handled his finances and left 
shortly after. The other, Nicholas 
Noyes, was better received.

A Harvard graduate in 1667, 
he two years after moved to 
Haddam and was that year of-
fered the official title of pastor 
of the church which he refused. 
He preached, albeit without offi-
cial title, in Haddam for 13 years 
when he declined another offer 
from the town of  Haddama re-
located to Salem, Massachusetts 
(where he would unfortunately 
become one of the most infamous persecutors of 
witches during the Salem Witch Trials). Another, Mr, 
John James, was asked to fill the void left by Noyes. 
He stayed one year and left in 1691. It was at this 

point the church began to coalesce and 9 years later 
Jeremiah Hobart was officially named the first pastor 
of the Church of Haddam.

The successors to Hobart were as follows. Phineas 

Fiske, Aaron Cleveland, Joshua 
Elderkin, respectively. Phineas 
Fiske was officially named Pas-
tor on January 26, 1714 and 
with great enthusiasm from the 
people. He died at age 46. His 
only child, a Yale graduate, was 
the tenth deacon of the church. 
During the first quarter century, 
the church of Haddam grew in 
prosperity with the establish-
ment of a second meeting house 
quoted to have been near an 
“old cemetery.” This house had 
twice the seating capacity of the 
old and with new comfortable 
seats attracted more people than 
ever. Mr. Fiske was a pioneer of 
the early church of Haddam, 
skilled in medicine as well as 
theology, he is credited with 
growing the church rapidly.

Aaron Cleveland was pas-
tor from 1739-1746 when he 
resigned due to poor finances 
“caused by the influence of the 
war upon the currency.” He was 
asked to resume duties eight 
years later and declined. Joshua 
Elderkin served only four years 
due to poor health. At this point, 
or after these two pastors, the 
modern church was born with 
the entry of Pastor May. On June 
30, 1756, an official account 
reading 100 names of members 
of the church was written. The 
history of the church from this 
date onwards sees official and 
highly detailed records. Mr. 
Mays appointment therefore 
marks the ending of the found-
ing of our church of Haddam.

Reference: The Two Hundredth 
Anniversary of the First Con-
gregational Church of Haddam 
(1902). The De Vinne Press; 
Haddam.

One-On-One Or Group Fitness Training For Women

Jo-Ellen Morman
Certified Fitness Trainer

Killingworth

860.388.7828 | www.thefitnessconnectiononline.com

Middletown
Rug Cleaning Co.

860-345-RUGS (7847)
207 SAYBROOK RD. • HIGGANUM

Specializing in Orientals
We Clean: Wall to Wall

Upholstery • All Area Rugs

Save Gas!
Aerus-Electrolux

Vacuums
Local Sales & 

Service

Let us help you with
YOUR RUGS
15% OFF 

All Walk-Ins

STYLES BY DONNA
OF WINDS OF CHANGE

DONNA M FERRIE
STYLIST

203-721-5720
206 SAYBROOK RD.
HIGGANUM, CT

BRING 
THIS AD 

FOR A 
10% 

DISCOUNT

A BRAND NEW DAY.  
A BRAND NEW YOU!

Private Guitar and Drum Lessons
Guitar music for events

Killingworth, Connecticut
860.772.8088
jamminwithjeff@gmail.com

A 1902 illustration of the First Congregational Church by Margaret Hardon Wright.
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Teri’s 
Package 

Store
8 Killingworth Rd.

Higganum, CT
860-345-4038

Higganum
Wine &
Spirits

968 Killingworth Rd.
Higganum, CT
860-345-4070

Owned & 
Operated by
Teri & Chuck

Everett CT Lic. #S1-303161    HOD #1085

Servicing Higganum/Haddam and surrounding towns.

Offering
Automatic Oil Deliveries

Price Protection Programs
Service Plans and more.

Visit our website at www.higganumheating.com 
or call our office at 860-345-4401.

10% OFF
with this coupon

Relax and rejuvenate
with an amazing massage!

415 Killingworth Rd., Higganum, CT 06441
PH: 860-707-7370

www.personalmassage.net | contact@personalmassage.net

Book your appointment online at www.personalmassage.net

KAREN PERRY AT LAW, LLC
Wills, Trusts, Real Estate and Land Use

860-306-5486
KarenPerryatLaw.com

255 route 80
KiLLingworth, ct 06419

Haddam 
News

PO Box 15 
Higganum, CT 06441
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to: editors@HaddamNews.org

* paper is affiliated with 
Haddam-KillingworthNow.com 
and the Haddam Civic League

Getting to know your library: a talk with the children’s librarian
HADDAM BRAINERD MEMORIAL LIBRARY

By Meghan Peterson, Ph.D.
Located at 920 Saybrook Road (Rt. 154) 
in Haddam, the Brainerd Memorial Li-
brary provides a variety of adult, adoles-
cent, family, and children’s literary re-
sources, educational programming, and 
cultural arts events. As such, it serves as 
a dynamic hub for people to learn, gath-
er and experience community together. 
We recently contacted Marissa Leh-
macher, Head of Youth Services/Chil-
dren’s Librarian at Brainerd Memorial 
Library here in Haddam, to speak more 
about the role BML plays in the lives of 
Haddam (as well as surrounding area) 
residents and library patrons.

How did you come to call Haddam 
Brainerd Memorial Library your home?

Lehmacher: I started at the Brainerd 
Library as the Young Adult Assistant 
while I was finishing my MLS and 
transitioning out of the social work 
field.  Shortly after joining the team at 
Brainerd, I gave birth to my first son 
which rekindled my love for children's 
literature.  As I spent more time in the 
Children's Department, I knew this 
was the ultimate direction my career 
would take.  I was fortunate to become 
the Co-Coordinator of Youth Services 
with Patricia Coleman, an experienced 
retired school librarian.  She taught me 
many critical aspects of the job, includ-
ing the importance of readers' advisory 
and how to create a successful story-
time program.  In October of 2017, 

when Pat retired from public library 
service, I was offered the position of 
Children's Librarian & Head of Youth 
Services which I happily accepted. I feel 
honored to be able to serve the com-
munity in this capacity. 

What is your background? Please pro-
vide a bit of biographical as well as 
professional information.

Lehmacher: I grew up in Killingworth 
and attended Providence College where 
I received bachelor's degrees in Psy-
chology and Women's Studies.  After 
moving back to CT and working in the 
field of social work for ten years, I de-
cided to make a career change.  I want-
ed something that made me happier, 
and I had always admired the work of 
librarians.  I loved that libraries have 
always served as great democratic in-
stitutions, providing access for all, pro-
tecting intellectual freedom, promoting 
literacy, and building community en-
gagement. I obtained my MLS in 2014 
and look forward to continuing educa-
tion opportunities in the field. 

How do you see your role not only at 
the library but in the community?

Lehmacher: I primarily see myself as a 
facilitator.  Not only do I connect people 
to information and ideas, but I also help 
connect people to people.  In designing 
and implementing children's programs 
and partnering with local community 
organizations, I've watched many new 
relationships develop between com-

munity members.  From new parents 
and grandparents meeting each other 
during our story and music programs to 
homeschooling groups getting together 
in the afternoons to children finding 
new friends at our Lego Club, it's been 
a joy to see people come together and 
enrich each other's lives.  

What are some of your favorite as-
pects of your job?

Lehmacher: No two days are the same 
in the Children's Department, and I 
love the energy and opportunity that 
flows from that.  I'm constantly meeting 
new patrons and introducing them to 
the materials and services we offer here, 
many of whom don't realize that all of 
our programs are free.  Watching our 
young patrons discover a love of reading 
and connecting them with the right re-
sources is particularly satisfying.  It's fun 
to see them evolve as readers and chat 
about their favorite series.  I love that 
I'm continually learning alongside our 
patrons.  Lastly, developing our collec-
tion and selecting new materials that are 
of interest and value to our patrons has 
been a fulfilling part of my position.    

What are some goals/objectives/
vision(s) you have for the library chil-
dren’s department?

Lehmacher: I would love to see the Chil-

dren's Department continue to grow as 
a vibrant hub for our community.  In-
creasing and diversifying our program-
ming, staying abreast of the latest trends, 
and continuing to provide a welcoming 
and fun environment for children and 
their families are top priorities for me.  I 
look forward to our upcoming renova-
tion where patrons will have easy access 
to the Department with a new entrance 
and additional parking.  Eventually, we 
will be re-configuring the interior of the 
Department to better accommodate our 
patrons by lowering the shelving units 
and shifting the layout to maximize 
space for programming, new materials, 
studying, crafting, and playing.

Any other thoughts to share with resi-
dents, patrons?

Lehmacher: We value input from our 
patrons regarding how we can contin-
ue to improve the Children's Depart-
ment to meet the needs our communi-
ty.  If you have any suggestions for us, 
we hope that you will share them so 
that we can create the best possible ex-
perience for you.  Don't be shy in our 
Department!  We love laughter, activity, 
and seeing kids having a great time.  
Bring your snacks, nurse your babies, 
make some noise, and make yourself 
feel at home.  This is your library!
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LEGAL NOTICES

The Town of Haddam shall endeavor to post its Legal Notices with the 
Haddam News publication. In the event that the weekly publication 
cannot meet the Town’s statutory requirements, the Middletown 
Press or Hartford Courant shall be utilized to meet said statutory 
deadlines. Courtesy copies will be published to Haddam News that 
may or may not be timely. The Town’s website is: www.haddam.org.

HADDAM LEGAL NOTICE

Legal Notice is hereby given to the Taxpayers of the Town of 
Haddam. The second installment for Personal Property, Real 
Estate and the total Supplemental Motor Vehicle bills on the 
October 1, 2018 Grand List becomes due and payable on January 
1, 2020 with a grace period to February 3, 2020. After the grace 
period, if still unpaid, the bill becomes delinquent and is subject 
to interest from the original due date at a rate of 1.5% of such 
tax each month. A minimum interest charge of two dollars would 
apply to all delinquent taxes. Payments may be made to the 
order of TOWN OF HADDAM and sent to TOWN OFFICE BLDG., TAX 
OFFICE, 30 FIELD PARK DR., HADDAM CT 06438-1196 or use the 
preprinted envelope supplied with the first installment. If receipt 
is desired, please include a stamped self-addressed envelope 
and a phone number and mail to the Tax Office. Payments may 
also be made in person at the Haddam Tax Office room 202 or on 
our website Haddam.org. Office hours: Mon. through Wed. 
8:30AM to 4PM; Thurs. 8:30AM to 6:00PM; Fri. 8:30AM to Noon. 
Call 860-345-8531 x 207 with questions.

Haddam Tax Collector Kristin Battistoni, CCMC

13th Annual Bridal Showcase
At the Riverhouse

January 12, 2020 from 11:00am - 3:00pm

The Riverhouse at Goodspeed Station is proud to announce our  
13th Annual Bridal Showcase on January 12, 2020.  

The show will be open to the public from 11-3PM. Tickets will be 
available at the door for $5.00 per guest. All Riverhouse, Society 
Room of Hartford & Riverhouse Catering couples will receive 2 

complimentary tickets to use at our facilities.

Riverhouse Hospitality invites you to join our Photographers, 
Disc Jockeys, Hair Stylists, Florists, Limousines, Ice Carvers and 

Jewelers in assisting New England couples in creating the wedding 
of their dreams! Watch us transform our glorious ballroom into a 

spectacular display of wedding goods and services. 

We look forward to creating a one of a kind bridal extravaganza.  
Please feel free to call with any questions. 

860-345-4100 or email Kelley, krisatti@theriverhouse.com

EDUCATION

HKMS: Cougar 
Celebrations 
December 2019
By Dolores Bates, HKMS Principal

We recognize students and their achievements at our 
monthly Town Meetings and want to share these cel-
ebrations with you too.

Our Cougar Core Value Awards are given to 
students who exemplify one or more of our Cougar 
Core Values: Respect, Responsibility, Acceptance, 
Kindness, and Perseverance. These Core Values were 
developed and accepted by HKMS students, parents, 
faculty, and staff in 2016, and we recognize students 
each month. We appreciate these students’ commit-
ment to upholding our core values and being role 
models at HKMS.

The following students were recognized on Dec. 
20, 2019, for exhibiting Cougar Core Values during 
the month of December:

Anthony Basile: Perseverance
Julia Battista: Respect, Responsibility, Kindness
Madalynn Catalano: Perseverance
Bethany Chrystal: Perseverance, Respect, Kindness
Dylan Churyk: Responsibility, Respect, Perseverance
Ella Commerford: Responsibility, Perseverance
Ella Connelly: Kindness, Responsibility, Persever-

ance
Jamison Conte: Kindness, Respect
Morgan Cook: Kindness, Respect, Responsibility
Jack Cozean: Responsibility, Respect
John Paul Dowling: Respect
Jordan Duncanson: Respect, Responsibility, Perse-

verance
Samuel Evans: Perseverance, Responsibility
Chloe Felder: Respect
Sadie Harlow: Respect, Responsibility, Perseverance
Lauren Heath: Acceptance, Kindness, Perseverance
Ally Iacobellis: Perseverance, Responsibility
Eduardo Karkutt-Kulak: Perseverance, Respect, 

Kindness
Lucas Lawlor: Respect, Responsibility, Kindness
William Lirot: Responsibility, Respect
Jacob McGoey: Perseverance, Responsibility
Nola Minickene: Responsibility, Acceptance
Grace Mitchell: Responsibility, Respect
Declan Moriarty: Acceptance, Kindness, Persevering
Victoria Munster: Perseverance, Kindness, Respon-

sibility
Michael Sage: Respect, Responsibility
Catharine Therrien: Responsibility, Perseverance
Joseph Wessinger-Neumann: Respect, Responsibility
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Getting to know 
your library: a talk 
with the children’s 
librarian
By Meghan Peterson, Ph.D.
Located at 301 Route 81 in Killing-
worth, the Killingworth Library pro-
vides a variety of adult, adolescent, 
family, and children’s literary resources, 
educational programming, and cultural 
arts events. As such, it serves as a dy-
namic hub for people to learn, gather 
and experience community together. 
We recently contacted Gayle Byrne, 

children’s librarian here in Killing-
worth, to speak more about the role the 
Killingworth Library plays in the lives 
of Killingworth (as well as surrounding 
area) residents and library patrons.

How did you come to call Killing-
worth Library your home?

Byrne: Years ago as teenagers, my 
husband John and I would come to 
Chatfield Hollow to spend the day ‘out 
in the country’. We knew Killingworth 
was where we wanted to raise a fam-
ily. That was 40 years, 3 children and 
two careers ago! Being the Children’s 
Librarian in our hometown library 
was/is the perfect vantage point for me 
both professionally and personally.

What is your background? Please 

provide a bit of biographical as well 
as professional information.

Byrne: Trained initially as a High School 
English teacher a left-hand turn steered 
me to District #17 teaching Child De-
velopment at HK high school for twelve 
years. Another left-hand turn brought 
me to the Killingworth Library when it 
was looking to hire its first Children’s 
Librarian to help create a children’s pro-
gram. That was twenty years ago.

How do you see your role not only at 
the library but in the community?

Byrne: A Children’s Librarian is so 
much more than just a person who 
puts a book in someone’s hand. My 
most important ‘role’ is to connect – 
of course with the children but also 
with their families, their schools, local 
businesses and organizations - with 
anything really that touches the lives 
of the children in our community. 

What are some of your favorite as-
pects of your job?

Byrne: Definitely interacting with my 
young families! Whether it’s search-
ing out resources for an issue a child 
is having at school or  helping find 
just the right book for that child who 
‘hates reading’ (OMG – I cringe every 
time I hear that!) I feel privileged be-

ing even a small part of their lives for 
that moment. Swaying and cuddling 
with a cranky baby in my arms while a 
young mother commiserates with an-
other parent about sleepless nights is 
one of the highlights of the job for me!

What are some goals/objectives/vi-
sion(s) you have for the library chil-
dren’s department?

Byrne: Since day one I have always be-
lieved in listening to our patrons - in my 
case as Children’s Librarian, keeping a 
good eye and ear on the young families 
in our community. I try to figure out 
what they want, what they need and I try 
to give it to them! We can’t be successful 
if we can’t get them to come through our 
doors. I’ve found that’s the best way to 
keep our Children’s Room exciting and 
current and most of all – used!

Any other thoughts to share with res-
idents, patrons?

Byrne: As the Children’s Librarian I’m 
always looking to reach out and stretch 
Children’s Services into new and inno-
vative areas. The challenge is to keep 
and adapt what’s worked but always be 
open to explore things that are different. 
I’d love for people to realize the Killing-
worth Library is alive and well. And the 
Children’s Room is where it’s happening!

YMCA

KILLINGWORTH LIBRARY


