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By Olivia Drake, Public Information 
Officer, HVFCo.
Members of Haddam Volunteer 
Fire Company celebrated their 2018 
achievements during the annual Fire-
fighters’ Appreciation Banquet held 
Feb. 2, at the Riverhouse at Goodspeed 
Station. Haddam Fire Chief Sam Baber 
emceed the event, which included a 
social hour with hors d’oeuvres, din-
ner, awards, recognition speeches, raf-
fle prizes and a photo slide show. The 
banquet ended abruptly at 9:05 p.m., 
when many firefighters responded to 
the scene of a motor vehicle accident.

In 2018, three members completed 
Firefighter I; four members completed 
Firefighter II; four members complet-
ed EMR or EMT training; and one 
Junior completed Introductory to the Fire Service 
course at the Connecticut Fire Academy.

In 2018, Haddam Volunteer Fire Company re-
sponded to 581 calls for emergency services (106 
more calls than in 2017) including 11 fires; 331 med-
icals; 72 motor vehicle accidents; 48 alarms; 30 elec-

trical hazards; 11 hazmat; 7 marine; 11 good intent; 
and 48 others. Haddam received mutual aid on 24 of 
those calls and provided mutual aid 32 times. Mem-
bers volunteered more than 2,500 hours of service, 
as well as countless hours of training.

Firefighter Mike Miller received the Firefighter 

of the Year Award for going above and 
beyond in 2018. Miller, who is 62 years 
old, recently joined the company and 
completed Firefighter I and Firefight-
er II training. He serves on multiple 
committees and was praised for his 
positive and go-getter attitude. Lt. Tony 
Lafo received the Chief ’s Award for 
“wearing many hats” in the company. 
Lafo serves on the Haddam Volunteer 
Fire Department Board of Directors, 
leads the company’s fit testing project, 
spearheads the Membership Commit-
tee, and serves as the company’s record 
administrator. Lafo also was a 2018 top 
responder. Captain Ed Adametz, Ej 
Adametz, Joe Tomasso and Greg Duval 
received Star Awards for establishing 
and implementing the company’s new 
Field Training Officer program.

The 2018 top responders were honored with a 
certificate. They are: Ej Adametz with 239 calls; Capt. 
Richard Zanelli with 220 calls; Lt. Tony Lafo with 
189 calls; Capt. Peter Brown with 187 calls; and Ron-

By Dick Dupuis, a Coach of the HKHS team
On Saturday Feb. 2, the Haddam Killingworth High 
School Boys’ Indoor Track and Field team scored 
121 points to overcome Old Saybrook (111). This 
was the first time in five years that the Cougars were 
able to pull out a victory having come in a close sec-

ond for the past several  years.  Championship meets 
such as these place a premium on team depth.  This 
favored the boys team, but did not work well for the 
girs. Nonetheless, in the Girls’ contest a small, but 
hard working group of girls managed to score 63 
points to earn third place.  

The HK victory for the boys was, as coaches like 
to say, a total team effort. HK was able to score in 
all but one of the fifteen events. Like many track 
meets, this had an ebb and flow with each team tak-
ing the lead at various points in the contest. Early in 
the meet, HK’s Shot Putters provided  a jump start 

HVFCo holds annual Firefighters’ Appreciation Banquet 

HKHS teams successful at Shoreline Championship

Continued on page H8

Continued on page H7

Boys’ Shot Throwers: Colton Lavoie 1st, 
Wally Sample 2nd, Colin Mack 3rd and 
Chase Mack 6th.

Girls’4×2 Ly-Linh Criscuolo, Ashley 
Duncanson, Autumn Coady and Elena 
Boyington.

Boys’ 4×4 relay 2nd place: Seth Freeman, 
Owen Howes, Dmytri Malon, Luke 
Sodergren.

Boys’ 1st team Shorelines Matt Jennings, 
Colton Lavoie and Luke Sodergren.
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POLICE NEWS

Troopers make Plains Road arrest
Trooper reports reflect arrests, not convictions. Visit this website to learn the out-
comes of criminal and motor vehicle arrests. All trooper press releases are consistent 
with state and federal guidelines under the Public Information Act.

February 3
At approximately 10:30 p.m., Troopers responded to 
Plains Road, Haddam, for a reported active distur-
bance in the roadway. Troopers arrived and located a 
victim who had sustained injuries to his head.  Paul 
White, 50, of Plains Road, Haddam, was taken into 
custody at his residence shortly after.   White was 
charged with Assault 3rd degree, Criminal Trespass 
1st degree and Breach of Peace. White was released 
on a $1,000 cash/ surety bond and scheduled to ap-
pear at Middlesex Court on Feb. 12.

COMMUNITY
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100 YEARS AGO

In and Around The Haddams: February 1919 Local News

Largest Papyrus Card/Gift Store in Middlesex County

Hours of Operation
Mon-Fri 8:30 AM-8:00 PM
Saturday 8:30 AM-4:00 PM
Sunday 9:00 AM-3:00 PM

Telephone: 860-345-3607
Fax: 860-345-3611

Web: www.higganumpharmacy.com

Cluster Headaches
These are known as “Histamine Headaches” and are primarily a 

neurovascular headache disorder, where the cause is not well under-
stood, and as their name suggests come in groups over a period of 
weeks.

Typically, a patient experiences one to two cluster periods per 
year, lasting 2 weeks to 3 months. Cluster headaches are classified as 
episodic or chronic, based on whether the duration lasts less than a 
year or more than a year.

 
The patient with Cluster Headaches experiences attacks which are 

severe or very severe, strictly unilateral pain that lasts 15 minutes to 3 
hours from once every other day to up to 8 times a day. These attacks 
are associated with nasal congestion, and runny nose.   During clus-
ter headache attacks, as many as 90% of patients become agitated 
and extremely restless, not likely to sit down, and instead will pace or 
move around. 

Treatments:
 • Triptans (sumatriptan, naratriptan, etc.) are often the first line 

treatment of cluster headaches and migraines, because they produce 
a direct vasoconstriction to stop the attack- they are approximately 
70% effective.

 • Calcium Channel Blockers may be most effective agents to 
prevent cluster headaches

 • Deep Brain Stimulation is an option for cluster headaches 
unresponsive to medications.

Headache Coupon 
10% off Acetaminophen, Aspirin or  

Ibuprofen product.
This cannot be combined with any other coupon or discounts.  

Expires March 17, 2019.

Teri’s 
Package 

Store
8 Killingworth Rd.

Higganum, CT
860-345-4038

Higganum
Wine &
Spirits

968 Killingworth Rd.
Higganum, CT
860-345-4070

Owned & 
Operated by
Teri & Chuck

Everett

Offering Pizza, Calzones, Salads, Subs, Panini’s

7 Killingworth Rd, Higganum
Hours: Mon-Sat 11am-9pm; Sun 3pm-9pm

davincict.com | 860-345-2251

Online ordering available at 
davincict.com

2 Large Cheese Pizzas
with 2 liter soda for

$25 +tax
Not to be combined with any other offer. Coupon must be 

present at time of purchase.

Large Cheese Pizza
with your choice of tossed 

salad or 6 mozzarella sticks 
and 2 liter soda for

$20 +tax
Not to be combined with any other offer. Coupon must be 

present at time of purchase.

Selected from the pages of The Evening 
Press and lightly annotated by Sally 
Haase
Higganum, Feb. 1, 1919: It is very ev-
ident that the ladies of the Red Cross 
are becoming much interested in the 
work now being done for the suffer-
ing French and Belgians, by the large 
number present on Thursday.

Mrs. Chauncey Clark, Mrs. How-
ard Spencer, Mrs. Cornelius King-
sland, and Mrs. Walter Kingsland were 
pleasantly entertained Thursday at 
the home of Mrs. Jarvis Kingsland. A 
bountiful dinner was served, while the 
afternoon was pleasantly passed with 
graphaphone selections.
East Haddam, Feb. 3, 1919: A consign-
ment of twelve game fowl are being 
shipped from Whippoorwill Terrace to 
Scranton, Pa., this week.

The National Net and Twine Co. 
have rented the rooms across the street 
from the factory of W.O. Peck and will 
be fitted up into an office.
Hartford, Feb. 4, 1919: The Connecti-
cut senate refused by a vote of 20 to 
14 to pass the resolution ratifying the 
federal prohibition amendment to 
the constitution of the United States. 
This action means that regardless of 
what the admittedly “dry” house may 
do, that Connecticut will never ratify. 
[There was no need for Connecticut to 
ratify. On January 16, 1919, Nebraska 
became the 36th state and the last state 
needed to ratify the amendment.] 

Senator Hazen of the 34th district, 
who voted in favor of the amendment, 
said that while the waste and misery 
of the war was awful, the waste and 
misery of the liquor traffic was worse. 
He said the question was not one of 
ratification of the amendment, but as 
to whether or not Connecticut would 
stand in line with 44 states which rat-
ified the amendment. The question 

was the greatest before the senate since 
abolition. 

Senator Brooks, opposing the reso-
lution, criticized the provision saying 
there would be about 50 different state 
laws. He said that returning soldiers 
were the maddest bunch he had ever 
seen when they heard of the passage of 
the law in their absence.  Connecticut 
never did ratify the first twelve amend-
ments to the federal constitution, he 
said, nor did they ratify the income 
tax amendment. [With ¾ of the states 
needed to ratify the Bill of Rights, 
Connecticut, Massachusetts and Vir-
ginia did not vote for the amendments.  
In 1939, Connecticut ceremoniously, 
voted to ratify. Connecticut voted 
NOT to ratify the XVI Amendment to 
levy and collect taxes, yet Connecticut 
voted for a state income tax in 1991.] 
Moodus, Feb. 4, 1919: W.N. Manee has 
a large force of helpers at work filling 

his ice house with 
nine-inch ice from 
Wigwam pound.
The delivery clerk at 
W. J. Thomas is using 
W.N. Manee’s horse 
and wagon, until re-
pairs are made to his 
automobile.
Middletown, Feb. 
5, 1919: Merwyn 
Smith, alias “Red 
Eagle,” an India, has 
been about town 
for nearly a month 
past, except a short 
sojourn at Haddam 
jail as the guest of 
Sheriff Thompson, 
will spend the 120 
days at the jail as a 
result of his outbreak 
yesterday. Red Eagle 
has been a familiar 
sight on Main street 

for some days past, wearing as he did a 
broad brimmed sombrero. He appar-
ently is an Indian of some education 
and attended an Indian school as a 
boy. Yesterday he called at the hotel 
of Phillip O’Meara, the valley Hotel, 
and asked for a room. Some words fol-
lowed and finally O’Meara called the 
police. When they got there, Red Eagle 
and the proprietor had nearly come 
to blows. Red Eagle fought and kicked 
the officers, but was restrained with 

the help of bystanders. It was evident 
from his conduct that he had been tak-
ing too much whiskey. 
Waterbury, Feb. 8, 1919: The proposed 
barge canal along the Naugatuck valley 
from Waterbury to tidewater at Derby 
may not materialize now as the result 
of a hearing today. It developed at 
the session that many of the factories 
along the route would object strenu-
ously to the proposition if it interfered 
with their present waterpower. In ad-
dition, the costs of construction and 
the acquisition of water rights would 
be staggering.
Higganum, Feb. 10, 1919: The school in 
town is holding one Saturday session 
every two weeks  to make up the time 
lost by the epidemic of influenza. 
Hartford, Feb. 11, 1919: By a vote of 
153 to 96 the Constitution house of 
representatives voted in favor of the 
federal ratification of the prohibition 
amendment which last week was re-
jected by the state senate [and thus 
failed.] 
Coblenz, Germany, Feb. 15, 1919: Press 
heroes behind the scenes: Officers, 
chauffeurs and mechanics contrib-
uted to the harvesting of the news 
of what the Yanks were doing along 
the western front, although the part 
they played was not spectacular and 
might easily be overlooked. Mechanics 
toiled over cars plastered thick with 

Continued on page H5

Drinking before the Prohibition era.
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Firewood  
Cut, Split, Delivered

18 Leon Burr Road, Higganum, CT
Jack and Lisa • 860-345-2529

Enterprises, llc.

By Olivia Drake, Public Information Officer, HVFCo.
Five patients were transported to local hospitals fol-
lowing a motor vehicle accident Feb. 2, on Saybrook 
Road near the Jail Hill Road intersection.

At 9:05 p.m., Haddam Volunteer Fire Company 
and Chester Hose Company were dispatched to the 
scene where two vehicles collided. One vehicle was 
found on its roof with two occupants still inside. Fire 
Police immediately shut down a section of Saybrook 
Road and rerouted traffic.

Crews stabilized the vehicle and began to assess 
the occupants. Both were alert, with minor injuries. 
Firefighters used hydraulic tools to force open the 
vehicle’s doors to extricate both occupants and they 
were transported to Middlesex Hospital.

Firefighters and EMS personnel also worked to 
rescue three occupants of the second vehicle. The 
driver of that vehicle had self-extricated and com-
plained of minor injuries. He was evaluated and 
transported to Middlesex Hospital. The remaining 
occupants were extricated and transported to the 
hospital with minor injuries. Both vehicles were 
leaking fluids and absorbent materials were used to 
contain the spills.

Crews cleaned debris and New Image Auto LLC 
recovered and towed both vehicles; Saybrook Road 
was reopened.

Mutual Aid was provided by Chester Hose, Ches-
ter Ambulance, and Deep River Ambulance, as well 
as Hunters Ambulance and Haddam Volunteer Am-
bulance Service.

By Marie & Howie Field,  
Nathaniel B. Field Memorial Foundation
The Nathaniel B. Field Memorial Foundation, Inc. 
is now accepting scholarship applications from 
Haddam-Killingworth High School seniors. Seniors 
continuing their education in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM), or mental 
health related studies will be considered for $1000 

scholarships. Applications are available in the high 
school guidance counselor’s office. The application 
deadline is April 30, 2019.

The mission of the Nathaniel B. Field Memorial 
Foundation, Inc. is to prevent suicide through public 
awareness and education, to reduce the stigma of 
mental illness, and to provide hope and support. For 
more information about the Foundation, visit the 
website nathanielfield.org.

SERVING THE CONNECTICUT RIVER VALLEY 
& SHORELINE SINCE 1964

KJ Welding LLC

Mobile Services 
Railings: Residential & Commercial

Equipment Repair
Aluminum, Stainless Steel

Pipe Certified, G9 Licensed

Ken Pellegrini
116 Filley Rd
Haddam, CT 06438

Office/Fax 860-345-8743
Cell 860-508-0611

kjwelder@att.net
HIC #0631508

CALENDAR

FAITH / COMMUNITY

HADDAM VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY

COMMUNITY

Saturday, February 16
Community Closet, 9:00 a.m.-noon
Town Hall Annex, 11 Jail Hill Road, Haddam
Come check out our FREE, gently used clothing and 
shoes for newborns to adults! Questions? Contact us 
at haddamcommunitycloset@gmail.com. Donations 
welcome!

Tuesday, February 19
Board of Finance Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Wetlands Commission Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, February 20
Registrar of Voters Office Hours, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Thursday, February 21
Planning & Zoning Commission, 7:00 p.m.
*Please visit www.haddam.org or www.haddam-
killingworthnow.com for the most current and 
complete information.

HUMC Coffeehouse/Open 
Mic Night: February 23
There will be a coffee house and open mic night at 
Higganum United Methodist Church(located at 248 
Saybrook Road, Higganum) on Saturday, Feb. 23, 
6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Open Mic: sing, play an instrument, tell a joke or 
recite a poem, OR just come! FUN for all ages! And 
FREE FOOD.

oeo

Photos by Olivia Drake.

Accident sends five to hospital

Nathaniel B. Field Memorial Foundation  
now accepting 2019 scholarship applications For breaking news

and more articles on a
variety of subjects, please see 

Haddam-KillingworthNow.com
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Watch out for signs of vaping in teens
COMMUNITY / SAFETY

Editors Note: Most of this information was part of a 
letter that went out to all parents of students at Hadd-
am Killingworth Middle School on Feb. 5, 2019, so 
that people in the community know what to be on the 
lookout for, whether you’re a grandparent, aunt, uncle, 
family friend, or neighbor:

We need a community approach to ensure that our 
children and families are well-educated about the 
dangers associated with vaping and smoking.  Vap-
ing devices have only been around for a few years, 
and yet we are seeing an increase in diseases that are 
directly attributable to use of ENDS (e.g., wet lung, 
smokers’ cough, wounds that won’t heal). 

Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems (ENDS) are 
designed to bring nicotine or THC oil (the substance 
in marijuana) into the blood quickly, without the 
tar or smoke traditionally associated with a ciga-
rette or marijuana. However, they are not safer than 
cigarettes due to the nicotine and other chemicals 
that are inhaled through the vapor. They might be 
scented like cotton candy, pineapple, cherry, or other 
flavors that are appealing to young people. Just like 

traditional cigarettes, it is illegal to sell them to chil-
dren under the age of 18, and it is illegal for a minor 
to even “possess” electronic nicotine delivery sys-
tems or vapor products in Connecticut.

ENDS come in a variety of forms and often re-
semble everyday objects that would not necessarily 
cause you to suspect that your child may be using 
them.  There are devices that look like USB drives, 
guitar picks, cell phones and pens, and others that 
look like cigarettes, pipes or cigars. They are easily 
accessible on Amazon.com or purchased locally.

This is a very timely topic considering that the 
latest statistics regarding teen tobacco and ENDS 
use were recently released by the Centers for Dis-
ease Control, and these statistics are startling.  In 
Connecticut, 3.5% of high school students smoke 
traditional tobacco products and 14.7% use ENDS.  
Use of ENDS is now at epidemic proportions among 
teens and some students start their use of these 
products during their middle school years. Here are 
two links with information to help you talk with 
your children about cigarettes and vaping:
https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/problem/toll-us/

connecticut
https://drugfree.org/article/how-to-talk-with-your-
kids-about-vaping/
In addition, the State of Connecticut spends $0 and 
ranks 49th out of 50 in tobacco prevention spending 
despite bringing in $500.8 million dollars in tobac-
co revenue. Comparatively, the Tobacco Industry 
spends $73 million on marketing in the State of 
Connecticut alone, much of which is targeted at our 
children. “Published research studies have found 
that kids are twice as sensitive to tobacco advertis-
ing as adults and are more likely to be influenced to 
smoke by cigarette marketing than by peer pressure. 
One-third of underage experimentation with smok-
ing is attributable to tobacco company advertising.” 
(https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/problem/toll-us/
sources)

Talk about it with teens you know. Make sure 
they understand the dangers to their health, and the 
possibility of addiction.

The legal aspect of vaping by minors was added by our 
editorial staff.

134 Main Street Ext., Middletown, CT

860-344-0005
www.estatetreasuresandservices.com

Ed Margnelli - Owner

• Moving to or from
   Assisted Living,
   Senior Housing,
   Downsizing, etc.
• Complete Clean-out

• Attic, Cellar, Garage, Yard
• Dump Runs/Dumpster
• Property made
   “Realtor Ready”
• Resale Value Considered

Estate Services

Moving & Clean-out Service

OPEN WED - SUN 10:30 - 5:30
www.shopsatthemillhouse.com

Shops at the Mill House
5 WEST MAIN STREET, CHESTER   860-322-0699

Vintage, antique, repurposed 
and hand-crafted goods.

Shopping Guide

MAWC, LLC Certified Public Accountants & 
Business Consultants

Offices located in Killingworth and Shelton

Tax Planning and Preparation for Businesses and Individuals

Estate and Retirement Planning

Auditing and Accounting

860-663-0110
203-925-9600

www.MAWCcpas.com

Working with Mother Nature  
for all your  

landscape needs.

860-345-0024
www.IPMLandscapes.com

HIGGANUM VETERINARY 
CLINIC

92 Saybrook Road, P.O. Box 598
Higganum, CT 06441
Phone: 860.345.3366

Fax: 860.345.2557
Office Hours By Appointment

 House Calls • Farm Calls
All Animals from

Cows to Chickens,
Reptiles, Cats, Dogs,

Goats, Pigs, Birds
Follow us on Facebook
higganumvetclinic.com

the grime of battlefields, day and night, in heat and 
cold, fair weather and foul, and they never grum-
bled. Chauffeurs went without sleep and meals. They 
drove through areas shelled and gassed. They carried 
their cars into machine gun range under the orders 
of the correspondent whose duties compelled visits 
to advancing lines. They drove without lights on 
nights as black as ink, during air raids and navigated 
through hazardous congestion of armies moving 
into battle. And yet in spite of the dangers and hard 
work, the chauffeurs had the most fascinating jobs 
in the army. The correspondents, in need of keeping 
close on the heels of developments, saw every nook 
and cranny of the battle areas, toured the British and 
French fronts, in addition to the American battle 
lines.  There was no end to narrow escapes. The cou-

riers deserve a lion’s share of praise also. They car-
ried the news copy to the telegraph stations through 
mud and rain, sometimes riding all night.
East Haddam, Feb. 21, 1919: Marshall Miner is to dis-
continue his milk route and his sold his cows. 
The ferryboat from Rocky Hill passed this place, 

under steam, Tuesday. She is to run on the Ches-
ter-Hadlyme route while the “Cheslyme” undergoes 
repairs. It is quite unusual to see the river so clear of 
ice at this time of the year.
100 years ago, much has changed and, then again, 
nothing has changed. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE H3

100 Years Ago: February 1919 Local News
Continued from page H3

Classifieds
Haddam News will print free classified ads 
for individuals and non-profit organizations. 
These must be 25 words or less and written in 
a publish-ready form. Publication is subject to 
space availability.
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Chip Frey • 860-345-4123 • 203-410-8258 • chipfrey@comcast.net

Free Estimates • No Job Too Small  Over 25 Years Experience
Licensed & Insured E-1#103344

I WILL call you back!

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Chipping 
Brush Hogging/Clearing • 75ft Bucket Truck Service 

Emergency Storm Work • Snow Plowing

860-754-7007
FULLY INSURED/LIC #HIC0648142

Garrick York, owner

Esposito 
 Builders,Inc.

Additions & Alterations
Vinyl, Wood & Aluminum Siding & Trim

Storm Doors & Windows
Prime Replacement Windows

Sundecks, Porches & New Homes

Dave Esposito, Contractor
Phone: 860-345-8075
ebi7499@sbcglobal.net

123 Christian Hill Road
Higganum, CT 06441

CT Reg. #511083

Award 
Winning!

if you can dream it...we can do it!
860.345.8847 • Call Us For Samples!

www.cakesbydonna.com

10% OFF
with this coupon

Relax and rejuvenate
with an amazing massage!

415 Killingworth Rd., Higganum, CT 06441
PH: 860-707-7370

www.personalmassage.net | contact@personalmassage.net

Book your appointment online at www.personalmassage.net

Riebold Sanitation, LLC
Septic Tank Pumping • Real Estate Inspections 

Septic Repair and Installation • Neighborhood Discounts on Pumping
Family owned and operated for 3 generations  

from Fred to Richie to Eric since 1947

Higganum, CT   860-345-2708

rieboldsanitation@yahoo.com      rieboldsanitationllc.com

TO THE EDITOR

Senator Needleman’s 
utilities legislation
Senator Needleman’s piece about his 
bill ‘to hold Utilities Responsible’ was 
recently published in this paper.  It 
is feel-good legislation about which 
many consumers would approve but 
it does nothing to make Connecticut 
a better place to create jobs and make 
our state more likely to attract business 
and keep our residents from leaving 
our state.

However, I have recently heard in 
the media about a number of propos-
als which are being put forward which 
deserve the Senator’s negative atten-
tion:
One proposal is a state car tax which 
would in effect take tax revenue that 
the towns depend upon and send that 
money to the state coffers.  If the towns 
are deprived of the car taxes they will 
simply have to raise mill rates on real 
estate to make up the loss.  In effect ve-
hicle owners will be double taxed.
Another proposal will force small towns 
to regionalize their school systems.  
While regionalization is considered by 
some  to be a benefit because of sup-
posed cost savings which do not materi-
alize it takes away from voters the abil-
ity to be in charge of their schools and 
further concentrates power over schools 
in boards which are less responsive to 
parents.
Tolls are simply another way for the 
state to increase revenue (i.e. tax us 
more) and then have no incentive to cut 
spending. No to tolls.
Increasing the sales tax to 6.85% or by 
any amount, taxing medicine and gro-

ceries are all incentives for more people 
to leave Connecticut.  Our Senator 
should speak out against these propos-
als.
I understand that legislators propose 
such things and then say that these 
will never pass or will be modified in 
committee and that their legislation is 
just to get the conversation started.

Senator Needleman should con-
sider proposing some bill to reduce 
spending in some specific area to start 
a conversation! One suggestion would 
be to cap retirement benefits to highly 
paid state employees. 

You can contact Senator Needle-
man at needleman@senatedems.ct.gov 
to make your opinions known.

All the best,
Ed Munster

Haddam, CT

Accountability on HKHS 
building project
Editors Note: This letter can be read in 
its entirety at www.haddam-killing-
worthnow.com.
To the editors,
This letter was sent to Tom Hogarty, 
and all of the Board of Education 
members on Jan. 31, 2019.
Dear Tom Hogarty, Chairman of Pub-
lic Building Committee for Regional 
School District 17,

I have some SERIOUS concerns.
I remember a meeting when I 

raised concerns about the panel covers 
on the boilers. It was also a concern 
of Mike Distefano and Rob Albert at 
the time. There were only 2 boilers 
installed and the clearances of the 

open doors was in question. You asked 
Doug “ in your professional opinion, 
what do you think.” He didn’t give a 
professional opinion, just an opinion 
so he could move on with the boilers. 
You then looked at me and said, “ if 
you feel strongly about it, we can take 
it up with the errors and omissions, at 
the end of the job, we need to finish 
this.” WHAT DID THAT GET YOU? 6 
wrongly installed boilers later.

Just before I resigned in disgust, I 
attended a job meeting in September 
at Central office in which you and 
Doug, and HT [Howard Thiery] and 
Joanne [Nesti] and Eileen Blewittt 
were in attendance with most of the 
sub contractors. When the disappoint-
ment about the solar panels came up, I 
listened to the problems Shea was hav-
ing with the manufacturer. I then wait-
ed my turn and shared that you sent 
me the submittal sheet for the panels, 
I forwarded it to a man from Haddam 
(Jeff Lord) who was at the same time 
talking with the manufacturer at the 
International Solar Conference in 
Anaheim. We could have had those 
panels installed by now and before 
March/April, at best. No one has since 
contacted me to ask if it was a possible 
solution. 

I hope that the rebates for the LED 
lighting is complete. These rebates 
change and it is the new year and a 
new Governor. 

Accountability is what comes to 
mind. Who is accountable for these 
delays and mismanagement? and large 
change orders of well over $100K for 
the boilers and the contractor has 
walked off the job, and a loss of elec-
tricity from the weeks on the roof? A 

closed swimming pool and a cancelled 
swim meet for the students, while the 
Superintendent goes on a paid leave in 
Jordan when his building project is in 
total disarray. He is the ultimate over-
seer and everything eventually goes 
across his desk. Your comment about  
“Errors and omissions” only result in 
lawyer fees and extra costs. When all 
is said and done, by mismanagement. 
I should not have been the one to 
bring these problems up, but after all, 
I was asked to be on the committee so 
you had someone with construction 
knowledge on the committee. I waited 
months to see if the panels had been 
ordered. In sum, gross oversight and 
mismanagement have brought the 
mess RSD17 is in.

Letters to Editor
We encourage Letters to the Ed-
itor which foster understanding 
and awareness through discourse. 
They should be: civil, knowledge-
able, factual, and constructive. 
The letter must include the writ-
er's name, town, and date, and 
should not exceed 400 words. The 
editors reserve the final decision 
on any letters published; frequen-
cy of submissions from a single 
writer or group will be a factor 
in deciding whether to publish a 
letter. The editors may also add a 
short explanation of the writer's 
position or credentials.
Haddam News 
PO Box 15 
Higganum, CT 06441
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Middletown Toyota
Your Toyota truck headquarters.

TOYOTA 2019

TUNDRA
TOYOTA 2018

TACOMA

Voted
Best Mexican 

Best Chili
Best Brunch 

2018 Connecticut Magazine

Open 7 Days A Week, Year Round

1712 Boston Post Road - Old Saybrook, CT
Exit 66 off I-95 - 860-399-9060

www.cuckoosnest.biz

La Foresta Restaurant and Wine Bar

Italian Dining at its Finest

Private Rooms for Parties 
and Corporate Events

Ladies Night Specials 
Every Wednesday

Online reservations YELP 
or call 860-663-1155

163 Route 81, Killingworth, CT 06419

John Ahearn
William Riebold
860-345-2590
www.higganumseptic.com

• Septic Tank Cleaning 
• Installations / Repairs
• Camera Inspections
• Sewer Rooter Service
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Track and field teams are successful at Shoreline Championship
Continued from page H1
with a first-Colton Lavoie, a second-Wally Sample, 
a third-Colin Mack and a sixth-Chase Mack provid-
ing 27 points. Another early boost was provided by 
Luke Sodergren who won the 55M hurdles. A huge 
contribution in HK’s success was provided by Matt 
Jennings who won the 1000, the 1600 and the 3200 
adding thirty more points to HK’s total. In addition 
a number of distance runners were able to supple-
ment Jenning’s efforts. Included in that group were 
Christian Uzwiak, Seth Freeman, Fisher Harris, Sean 
Rutledge, Caleb Freeman and Grayson Merola. Also 
earning a first was 55 meter hurdler Luke Sodergren.  
As the meet approached the end, HK was slightly 
behind. But a great showing in the 3200, where HK  
was able muster 20 points moved HK back into the 
lead.  Solid efforts in the 4x 400 relay of Dmytri 
Mallon, Luke Sodergren, Seth Freeman and Owen 
Howes finishing second  along with Tyler Knapp’s 
third  place finish with a personal best of 12’0” al-
lowed the Cougars  to hold off a late charge from 
Old Saybrook. In addition to the aforementioned 
4×400,  the 4×200 relay team of Dmytri Mallon, Seth 
Regan, John Kowal and Tyler Knapp placing second 

and the 4×800 team of Uzwiak, Max Cozean, Rut-
ledge and Owen Howes placed third combined to 
add 14 points to the Cougar’s score.  Finishing HK’s 
scoring was Eamon Sweeney who placed six in the 
High Jump.

On the girl’s side, individual scoring was provid-
ed by Autumn Coady who placed second in the hur-
dles narrowly missing the top spot by a little more 
than 1/10th of a second.  The 600M race saw two 
Cougars, Julia Callis ad Brianna Minervino placing 
fourth and fifth respectively. In the 1600 another 
duo, Lauren D’Amico and Meara Bodak finished in 
the third and fourth spots. Later in the meet, Meara 
and Brianna came back in the 3200 finishing fourth 
and fifth.  Julia moved from the Track to the Field 

placing fourth in the long jump. Individual scoring 
was wrapped up by Kathy Melgar who placed 8th 
in the 1000. Similar to the boys, relays also played a 
role in the team scoring. The 4×200 team of Elena 
Boyington, Autumn Coady, Ly-Linh Criscuolo and 
Ashley Duncanson placed fourth; the sprint medley 
relay of Boyington, Ly-Linh, Duncanson and Julia 
Callis, second; and the 4×400 relay of Boyington, 
Duncanson, Hailey Cassidy and D’Amico placed 
sixth. All of the team’s scoring was provided by elev-
en girls, most of whom did multiple events.

The HK coaches, Dick Dupuis, Sean Gallagher 
and Leah Pfrommer, want to congratulate the HK 
athletes for their hard earned success.

In search of unused tile donations
Looking for leftover, unused tile donations for a craft 
project at the library. 4 1/4 x 4 1/4 tiles, light colors, 
white, off-white, tan, grey, etc. If you know of anyone 
in the tile business that would be willing to donate 
tiles of this size, I will gladly pick them up! Call Sue 
Mallozzi 203-253-2545; e-mail: smlozzi24@gmail.
com.
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Middletown
Rug Cleaning Co.

860-345-RUGS (7847)
207 SAYBROOK RD. • HIGGANUM

We Clean:
Oriental Rugs • Wall to Wall
Upholstery • All Area Rugs

Save Gas!
Aerus-Electrolux

Vacuums
Local Sales & 

Service

Let us help you with
SPRING CLEANING

15% OFF 
All Walk-Ins

ald Annino with 175 calls. In addition, the following 
members received years of service pins issued in 
2018: Olivia Drake, 5 years; Mike Mancuso, 5 years; 
Dan Sullivan 10 years; Zack Tiezzi 10 years; Jeff 
Doskos 15 years; Franklin Pierce 20 years; and Scott 
Larson 30 years.

The 2018 officers include Sam Baber, chief; Zack 
Tiezzi, deputy chief; Dan Sullivan, assistant chief; 
Richard Zanelli, Peter Brown and Ed Adametz, 
captains; Scott Kuchyt, Franklin Pierce and Tony 

Lafo, lieutenants; Malcolm Meyers, Greg Duval and 
Scott Larson, engineers; Ej Adametz, quartermas-
ter; Michelle Kowal, treasurer; and Mary Adametz, 
secretary. “It’s been an extremely busy year, and I 
am thankful for our incredible volunteers who put 
their own lives on the line and sacrifice their own 
personal time to help others in the community,” said 
Chief Baber. “We’re also grateful for our outstanding 
mutual aid partners. Thanks to everyone for making 
this a successful year!”

CONTINUED FROM H1

HVFCo. dinner
Continued from page H1

For breaking news and more articles on a
variety of subjects, please see Haddam-KillingworthNow.com

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF HADDAM 

Notice is hereby given that the financial statements of the Town 
of Haddam for the fiscal year July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018 have 
been received by the Haddam Town Clerk.  These statements are 
on file in the Haddam Town Clerk’s Office for public inspection.

Scott R. Brookes
Haddam Town Clerk

PLANNING & ZONING
PUBLIC HEARING

The Planning and Zoning Commission of Haddam, Connecticut 
will hold a Public Hearing at the Haddam Town Hall, 21 Field 
Park Dr., Haddam, CT on February 21, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. to 
consider the following item (s):

1. A special permit application for an 800 square foot accessory 
apartment above a new garage. Located at 420 Hidden Lake 
Rd, Higganum CT, map 72A3 lot 45. Applicant/Agent – Cindy 
and Philip Porriello.

2. A special permit application for a 460square foot accessory 
apartment in an existing detached building. Located at 188 
Injun Hollow Road, Haddam, map 12 lot 16-1. 
Applicant/Owner – Winslow Custom Building/Jill and Chris 
Peterson.

Said applications are on file in the Land Use Office of the Town 
of Haddam.
Planning and Zoning Commission, Haddam CT

The Town of Haddam shall endeavor to post its Legal Notices with the 
Haddam News publication. In the event that the weekly publication 
cannot meet the Town’s statutory requirements, the Middletown 
Press or Hartford Courant shall be utilized to meet said statutory 
deadlines. Courtesy copies will be published to Haddam News that 
may or may not be timely. The Town’s website is: www.haddam.org.


