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Santa’s 
Mailbox is 
here!
By Karen Revis
From Nov. 21 to Dec. 20, the Haddam 
Junior Women’s Club will be helping 
out Santa once again, as they have 
for over 20 years, by setting up two 
mailboxes in town so that the children 
of Haddam can send their letters to 
Santa. One will be at the Higganum 
Pharmacy in Higganum Center, and 
the second will be at the Haddam Post 
Office. Please include a self-addressed 
stamped envelope and Santa will write 
a letter back to your child.

Tylerville 
tree lighting 
Dec. 1
On Dec. 1, from 4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 
there will be a tree lighting in front 
of Tony’s Package Store in Tylerville. 
It is hosted by Fireworks Hearth & 
Home, River’s Edge Tile & Carpet, Al-
an’s Small Engine Service, the Sibleys, 
River Valley Provisions, and Tony’s 
Package Store. 

There will be singing, food, and 
good cheer. Come and sit by the fire 
and enjoy our beautiful tree...plus a 
visit from SANTA! 

Please park only in the Tony’s 
Package Store parking lot. Hope to see 
you there!

Ceremony honors founders past, 
celebrates volunteers of present

HADDAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY FETE

(l to r): Jack Calhoun, John Stellenwerf, Barbara Stellenwerf, Dianne McHutchison. Photo by Elizabeth Malloy.

By Elizabeth Malloy, Director, HHS

On Sunday, Nov. 4, the Haddam 
Historical Society held its 40th 
Annual Founders’ Day Dinner 
which pays tribute to the town’s 
founding fathers and mothers 

as well as the Native Americans from whom the 
Plantation at Thirty Mile Island was purchased 
for 30 coats in 1662.

Each year the Society bestows the Founders’ 
Day award to a person or persons who have per-
formed an outstanding service to the organiza-
tion and contributed to furthering the mission of 
the Haddam Historical Society, which is to pre-
serve, collect, interpret and promote the history 
and heritage of Haddam for present and future 
generations.

This year the Society honored a number of wor-
thy individuals who have not only supported the 
Historical Society but have given back to the com-
munity at large in a number of significant ways.

John and Barbara Stellenwerf are long time 
members of the Society who have assisted at 
many events and in particular working on the ap-
pearance and flowers at the Connecticut Spring 
Antiques Show. They are also extremely active in 
the Haddam Garden Club and Brainerd Memori-
al Library.

Dianne McHutchison has served as the Pres-

ident for the Haddam Historical Society for the 
last two years and has overseen numerous proj-
ects including our new garden shed, strategic 
plan and an archaeological dig. She is the former 
president of the Haddam Neck Fair Association 
and continues to serve on the Fair’s Board of Di-
rectors. She is involved with the Haddam Neck 
Congregational Church, Haddam Neck Quilt 
Show and local land conservation efforts.

Former State Trooper and life-long Higganum 
resident Jack Calhoun has devoted his time to 
many causes in town from the Lions to serving on 
Capital Planning Commission and the Haddam’s 
Zoning Board of Appeals. He is extremely active 
with the Higganum Congregational Church and 
volunteers for many local fundraisers including 
Grimm’s Haunted House. He has been the Hadd-
am Historical Society’s liaison with the Haddam 
Shad Museum over the past few years to ensure 
the museum remains in town. He is a wonderful 
story-teller and resource of local history and tales.

The Society also honored our dear friend the 
late Doug Roper who was always available when 
we needed him. His talent to fix or figure any-
thing out was a gift, and the Society frequently 
called on Doug to help us with minor to major 
problems. He would rush down to the Thankful 
Arnold House Museum in a minute when we 
called and helped keep the museum and grounds 
in tip-top shape. He will be missed dearly.
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Your Toyota truck headquarters.
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Thursday, November 29
Haddam Zoning Board of Appeals, 7:30 p.m.-8:30 
p.m.
Please see Town website (www.haddam.org) for 
more information.

Friday, November 30
Free Pre-school Screening, 9:30 a.m.-10:00 a.m.
Burr Elementary School, 792 Killingworth Road, 
Higganum 
Do you have questions or concerns about your 
child’s development? RSD #17 Preschool Staff are 

offering a developmental screening to look at the 
following areas:
Cognitive/readiness skills
Speech/language skills
Fine/Gross motor skills
Social skills
Adaptive skills
This screening is for Haddam and Killingworth chil-
dren ages 3 to 5. Please join us at Burr Elementary 
School. RSVP to Cindy Sadlowski at 860 345-4584 
or CSadlowski@rsd17.org by Nov. 26.

St. Lawrence Christmas Fair, 5:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
St. Lawrence Church, 7 Hemlock Drive, Killing-
worth
Saint Lawrence Church in Killingworth hosts it 
annual Christmas Fair on Friday, Nov. 30, 5:00 p.m.-
8:00 p.m. and Saturday, Dec. 1, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
Attractions include a silent auction, gifts and gift 
baskets, basket raffle,e vergreen decorations, and 
homemade holiday baked goods. The kitchen will 
offer homemade pies, soup, chili, hot dogs, pizza, 
meatball grinders, and more. For more information, 
contact Stlawrencec@yahoo.com or visit www.stlaw-
rencechurch.com.

Saturday, December 1
Killingworth Historical Society Christmas Fair
465 Route 81, Killingworth
December 1 @ 8:30 am - 3:00 pm
The Killingworth Historical Society will hold its 
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Continued on page H3
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Annual Christmas Fair. The farmhouse will be filled 
with beautiful hand-crafted gifts; fresh and artificial 
arrangements, hand knit Icelandic sweaters, mit-
tens, hats and scarves. Hundreds of ornaments, gift 
baskets, jams, jellies, relishes and fresh baked hol-
iday cookies and breads will be available. Shop for 
your holiday decorations and treats, choose gifts for 
everyone on your list and don’t forget to buy some-
thing for yourself, too! Proceeds from the sale sup-
port the Historical Society’s on-going preservation 
projects.

HKMS Craft Fair, 9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.
Join the Haddam Killingworth Middle School PTO 
for our 31st annual craft fair featuring over 70 hand-
made artisans. Come search for the perfect gift for 
everyone including your pets!  Jewelry, artwork, 
photography, bags, knitted items, soaps, candles, 
food products, dog treats, and much more! We will 
also feature our Scholastic Book Fair for all ages, a 
day raffle, a bake sale and a concession stand with 
proceeds going to benefit enrichment, field trip 
scholarships and educational programs for our 
school. Free admission. The Haddam Junior Wom-
en’s Club will be offering gift wrapping services for a 
suggested donation. Available for items purchased at 
the fair or brought in; they will have some boxes on 
hand and a selection of holiday paper options.
If you are a vendor and would like to reserve a spot, 
please contact Bridget Marshall at hkmscraftfair@
gmail.com.

Killingworth Congregational Church Christmas 
Fair, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
KCC, 273 Route 81, Killingworth
Our fair offers not only a beautiful selection of gifts 
for family and friends, but lovely wreathes, swags, 
and arrangements as well.  Come early to choose 
from a large assortment of Christmas cookies, bid 
on silent auction items, and enjoy lunch at our 
Christmas Café.  There will be free children’s ac-
tivities and you may spot Santa on his annual visit.  
Please come and enjoy the holiday festivities with us. 
www.killingworthchurch.com.

Quilt Show, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
You are invited to the 8th Annual Yuletide Quilt 
Show at the First Congregational Church in Hadd-

am. Here is a chance to view many quilted works of 
art displayed in the church’s sanctuary that has been 
beautifully decorated for the holidays. Admission is 
$6.00. You are invited to vote for your favorite quilt. 
Part of the church’s Fellowship Hall will be set up 
as a café.  Homemade donuts will be served  in the 
morning. The lunch will include several homemade 
soups, artisan bread and assorted homemade pies. 
Coffee, tea and hot chocolate are available all day. 
The Fellowship Hall will also have quilt vendors, 
crafters, a themed gift basket raffle and a quilt raffle. 
The raffle tickets are $2.00 and are available at the 
church and at various places in town.

Killingworth Stuff-a-Cruiser, 3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
Youth and Family Services of Haddam-Killing-
worth will be accepting donations with Haddam 
& Killingworth Resident Troopers for new gifts or 
toys for families in need in our community.  Please 
remember our teens during this holiday season as 
well as young children. Can’t make the date? Youth 

and Family Services will gladly accept donations 
for Stuff-a-Cruiser at our office, 91 Little City road, 
Higganum from 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 
through Dec.10. For more information, call YFS-HK 
at 860-345-7498.

Tree Lighting, 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Come celebrate the season in Tylerville! The tree 
lighting will feature food, singing, and good cheer 
- plus a visit from Santa. Please park only in Tony’s 
Package Store parking lot.

Tuesday, December 4
RSD #17 Board of Education Meeting, 7:00 p.m. - 
9:00 p.m.
Regional School District #17 Board of Education 
meeting in Central Office boardroom.

*Please visit www.haddam.org or www.haddam-kill-
ingworthnow.com for the most current information.
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134 Main Street Ext., Middletown, CT

860-344-0005
Ed Margnelli - Owner

- Open 7 Days a Week -

Health Care Equipment
Hospital Beds - Lift Chairs - Wheelchairs

Walkers - Canes - Scooters - Shower Benches

• Home Furnishings, Vintage, Retro & Used
• Outdoor Furniture
• Mattresses; Box Springs & Frames
• T.V.’s - Electronics
• Appliances

• Linens
• Artwork
• Frames
• Jewelry
• Tools

Estate Treasures

Chester’s Finders Marketplace
Vintage, Antique & Upcycled Treasures

56 Middlesex Turnpike, Chester, CT 06412

Carla Marino
860-638-9455

A Hidden Gem!

OPEN WED - SUN 10:30 - 5:30
www.shopsatthemillhouse.com

Shops at the Mill House
5 WEST MAIN STREET, CHESTER   860-322-0699

Vintage, antique, repurposed 
and hand-crafted goods.

Shopping Guide

Whiskey River Trading Post
Crafters and Vendors 

WANTED
Booths for Rent

1610 Saybrook Road (Tylerville Village), Haddam, CT 06438
860-554-3149

HIGGANUM VETERINARY 
CLINIC

92 Saybrook Road, P.O. Box 598
Higganum, CT 06441
Phone: 860.345.3366

Fax: 860.345.2557
Office Hours By Appointment

 House Calls • Farm Calls
All Animals from

Cows to Chickens,
Reptiles, Cats, Dogs,

Goats, Pigs, Birds
Follow us on Facebook
higganumvetclinic.com

Working with Mother Nature  
for all your  

landscape needs.

860-345-0024
www.IPMLandscapes.com

Continued from page H2
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from  

Tony’s Package Store
and

River Valley Provisions

Specialty Meats, Cheeses and 
prepared foods. 

Holiday sides for your parties.

95 Bridge Street, Haddam, CT
860.345.4307

Gift Certificates Available

Happy Holidays
from your friends at

Higganum Village Market
Come in for ALL your Holiday Needs

311 Saybrook Rd.
Higganum Town Center

860-345-4500

Dino’s Pizza  
Restaurant

Unlimited Menu & Daily Specials
Greek, Italian & American Cuisine

Rt. 81 (Rt. 9 - Exit 9), Higganum, CT
Phone: 860-345-2990

Closed Tuesdays

For a Great Holiday Idea
Give a Gift Certificate from Dino’s.

112 Bridge Rd, Haddam | 860-345-2022
www.alans.net

Hours: M-F 8am-5:30pm, Sat. 8:30am-3pm

We want to extend our warm 
wishes to you this holiday  
season. Have a safe and  
enjoyable time with family  

and friends.

Family owned & operated since 1990

from the staff at 
Jack’s Country Restaurant

Gift Certificates Available
Holiday Catering 
Orders Available

Hours: Mon - Fri  6:00 ‘til Noon
Sat and Sun  7:00 ‘til Noon

www.JacksCountryRestaurant.com
fb.com/JacksCountryRestaurant

Gift Certificates
Available

969 Killingworth Road • Higganum, Connecticut 06441
www.newimageautoct.com • Phone: 860-345-4185

• Now Making Hydraulic Hoses
• Precision Wheel Alignment Service
• Tire Dealer
• 24 Hour Towing-(860) 304-0934

DEBYS RESTAURANT
In Celebration of our 3-year Anniversary

Thanks to all our Wonderful Customers 
Special good only on 12-19-18

Customer Appreciation Day
Three Eggs any style, Home Fries & Toast for 

just $3.00, beverage not included, eat in only

40 Saybrook Road, Higganum, CT
860-345-2777

A Brand New Day, A Brand New You!
Marissa         Annicelli

Hair • Nails • Skin Care

203.988.9090

206 Saybrook Road
Higganum, CT 06441

Gift Cards Available
marissasdayspasalon.com|

100 Bridge Street, Haddam, CT
860-345-8453 | www.RiversEdgeHomeCare.com

Merry Christmas
and a 

Happy New Year
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COMMUNITY

SERVING THE CONNECTICUT RIVER VALLEY 
& SHORELINE SINCE 1964

A Gift Certificate for a Cruise on 
the Connecticut River is a great idea.
ctriverquest.com

Departure from Eagle Landing State Park off Rt 82, Haddam
Across the Connecticut River from the Goodspeed Opera House

*UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP!*
• Adult CrossFit and CrossFit Lite
    classes
• Teens Strength and Conditioning
    classes for grades 5-12 with bus 
    transportation from both the middle
    and high schools after school to our
    facility
• Kids’ Ninja Warrior/obstacle course
    weekend classes for kids ages 5-11
• Family Friendly and community 
    oriented environment
• Open 7 days/week
• No contract membership
• Life changing, adaptive fitness for
    all skill levels and ages!

910-545-3791
candj@crossfitironworks.com

By Editorial Staff
Apparently, the folks around town like a little com-
pany when they head off to the Haddam Transfer 

Station to dump their weekly garbage, and dispose 
of their recyclables. Many folks choose a dog to 
accompany them. And on Sunday morning, Nov. 
11, Transfer Station worker, Sabine, took photos of 

some of those companions. Does your dog enjoy 
the weekly transfer station run? Haddam News 
will run photos of some of the canine friends in 
the weeks to come.

A DOG’S LIFE: TRANSFER STATION EDITION, PART II

Local B&B featured in 
Wall Street Journal
As published in the Wall Street Journal on Nov. 8, 2018
“A New Breed of Innkeepers for the Airbnb Era”

To compete with home-sharing services, bed-and-
breakfast owners must be internet and Instagram sav-
vy while baking scones and making guests comfy.

Jeff and Maryan Muthersbaugh didn’t plan 
on becoming innkeepers when they bought their 

Haddam, Conn., 1765 post-and-beam colonial for 
$535,000 as a weekend retreat in 2002. Over seven 
years, the couple invested about $550,000 in im-
provements to the 5-acre property, including remod-
eling a cottage and building a carriage house. Then 
in 2009, Ms. Muthersbaugh, who is 66, lost her job 
as director of human resources for a manufacturing 
company.

“I thought, ‘I just don’t want to sit behind a desk 
anymore—this is a great house, I want to share it 
with people,’ ” she said.

The Muthersbaughs didn’t do much to transform 

their home into an inn, which they dubbed the Ne-
hemiah Brainerd House Bed and Breakfast after its 
first owner. Nightly rates range from $140 to $400.

“We entertain a lot—always did,” said Mr. Muth-
ersbaugh, 63, who also owns an executive-search firm. 
“Before we opened it as a B&B we used to have family 
and friends here, and then it was bed-and-breakfast, 
lunch, drinks, snacks. Now it’s bed-and-breakfast—
and they pay,” he said. Contemplating retirement, the 
couple have listed the B&B for $974,900.

To view the full article by Amy Gamerman, visit 
the link at www.haddam-killingworthnow.com.
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By Eric Anderson, Public Relations 
Director, HKYFA
The #2 seeded Cougar A squad trav-
eled to Pierson Park in Cromwell to 
take on the #6 seeded Cromwell Lions. 
In week 7 the Cougars prevailed by a 
32-7 margin but this time the stakes 
where much higher with a chance to 
advance to the title game on the line.

After a pair of fumbles on the first 
2 series of the game by HK, Tate Cal-
lender ripped off a 62 yard run up the 
visiting sidelines for a touchdown. 
Cavin Napolentano split the uprights 
with authority and the Cougars drew 
first blood with an early 8-0 advantage. 
An interception by Cromwell late in 
the first half deep in Lion territory 
gave the visiting team a chance of 
running out the clock and preserving 
an 8 point deficit but a Cary Harwood 
tackle at the line of scrimmage and a 
tackle for a loss and sack by Ben Coz-
ean forced a Lion punt. With Crom-
well pinned deep in their own end of 
the field the HK defense overpowered 
the offensive line and blocked the punt 
into the hands of Orion Inkel who 
ran in for the score with 24 seconds 
left on the clock. Napolentano kicked 
the extra point and HK took an 18-0 
lead into the break. The HK defense 
allowed the Lions a 10 play 38 yard 
drive on their first series of the game 
but locked out the visiting team for the 
remainder of the half, allowing only 5 
additional yards of total offense.

In the 2nd half the Lions closed the 

gap to 18-6 with a pass completion in 
the end zone but the Cougars would 
answer with a pair of scores by Callen-
der and extra-point kicks by Napolen-
tano to notch the 32-6 win. Callender 
racked up 188 yards rushing on the 
day behind stout blocking from the 
HK offensive unit both at the line of 
scrimmage and in the open field. Lee 
Harwood (27 yards) and Orion Inkel 
(19 yards) contributed on the ground 
for the Cougars.

The defense was led by Ben Cozean 
who delivered an impressive perfor-
mance with 7.5 tackles and a sack. 
Also contributing on defense where 
Carey Harwood (3 tackles, 1 sack), 
Lee Harwood (2.5 tackles), Vincent 
Scileppi (2.5 tackles) and Nick Fox 
with 1.5 tackles. Jaden Fulton, Aiden 
Griswold, Kevin Harrison and Bryce 
Anderson each contributed one tackle 

and Anderson had an interception. 
The defense held Cromwell to 83 yards 
of total offense on the day.

The win sets a week 1 rematch with 
East Hartford for the championship. 
The Hornets beat HK 12-7 at East 
Hartford in week 1.	

The undefeated and #1 seeded 
Cougar B squad played the #4 seeded 
Bloomfield Raiders in the early game 
at Pierson Park.

HK jumped out to an early 12-0 
lead but Bloomfield rallied to tie the 
game before Michael Seward broke 

free for a 60 yard 
touchdown run and 
with a successful extra 
point run the Cougars 
went into the half with 
a 19-12 advantage.

On the first play 
from scrimmage in the 
second half Seward 
found running room to 
the outside and dashed 
up the sidelines for a 
touchdown. Bloomfield 
battled back with a pair 
of scores to tie the game 
at 25-25 with 5:56 re-
maining. A tense final 

minutes of play resulted in a deadlock 
and the game moved to sudden death 
overtime. HK won the toss and took 
possession on the Raider 25 yard line 
but fumbled and Bloomfield recovered 
the ball. The Raiders would rush into 
the end zone 2 plays later for the win-
ning touchdown.

Although not the desired result, the 
team should be proud of their season. 
No doubt the boys will be back next 
year looking to build on this year’s 
success.

HADDAM / KILLINGWORTH YOUTH FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION

HKYFA in Championship Semifinals 

HADDAM VOLUNTEER FIRE CO.

HVFCo hosts Annual 
Children’s Christmas 
Party: December 15
By Olivia Drake, Public Information 
Officer, HVFCo.
’Tis the season for Haddam Volunteer 
Fire Company’s annual Children’s 
Christmas Party on Saturday, Dec. 15!

All children 10 and under will re-

ceive a gift from Santa, a photo with 
Santa, cookies and hot chocolate. All 
residents in the Higganum/Haddam 
area are welcome! Doors open at 5:30 
p.m. Santa arrives by fire truck at 6:00 
p.m. 

While the kids are meeting Santa, 
parents and families may purchase 
tickets for the HVFC Auxiliary’s basket 
raffle! The drawing will be at 8:00 p.m. 
Fire Station #1 is located at 439 Say-
brook Road, Higganum.

Largest Papyrus Card/Gift Store in Middlesex County

Hours of Operation
Mon-Fri 8:30 AM-8:00 PM
Saturday 8:30 AM-4:00 PM
Sunday 9:00 AM-3:00 PM

Telephone: 860-345-3607
Fax: 860-345-3611

Web: www.higganumpharmacy.com

Know Your Cardiovascular Risk Factors
In the US cardiovascular disease, CVD, kills 600,000 people 

every year, and is the leading cause of death in the US and the 
world. Understanding the risk factors helps to reduce morbidity, 
and reducing the chance of mortality (death), due to cardiovas-
cular disease. 

   Some things such as age and gender (men over 45, women 
over 55, and family history) we cannot change, but we can modi-
fy a number of risk factors: high blood pressure, high cholesterol, 
diabetes, smoking, lack of physical activity, obesity, sleep disor-
ders, and depression. 

   High blood pressure is the number one risk factor that we 
can change in order to make a significant impact on reducing our 
chance of death from cardiovascular disease.  Blood pressure 
readings taken daily in your home are a more accurate prognos-
ticator than blood pressure readings taken at the doctor’s office.  
The ways to reduce high blood pressure should first start with 
diet, lowering fats to 10% of daily calories, reducing salt to less 
than 2.4 grams/day, reducing sugars, and being more active! Be-
ing active does not mean you have to get on the treadmill 40 
minutes a day, 5 days a week, although that would be a great 
goal. But, you can at least attempt to get in 10,000 steps a day!

Lastly, Nicotine replacement therapy has been shown to in-
crease the rate of quitting smoking by 50-70%, but you have to 
stay on for greater that 90 days, to break the habit.

Nicotine Replacement Products 
10% off patches, gums or lozenges

This cannot be combined with any other coupon. 
Coupon good until December 29, 2018

Teri’s 
Package 

Store
8 Killingworth Rd.

Higganum, CT
860-345-4038

Higganum
Wine &
Spirits

968 Killingworth Rd.
Higganum, CT
860-345-4070

Owned & 
Operated by
Teri & Chuck

Everett

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Chipping 
Brush Hogging/Clearing • 75ft Bucket Truck Service 

Emergency Storm Work • Snow Plowing

860-754-7007
FULLY INSURED/LIC #HIC0648142

Garrick York, owner

Award 
Winning!

if you can dream it...we can do it!
860.345.8847 • Call Us For Samples!

www.cakesbydonna.com

Above: A squad defenders pressure the Cromwell 
punter during 2nd quarter action at Pierson Park 
in Cromwell. Below: The B squad cheer team 
performs a stunt during halftime of the semifinal 
game against Bloomfield. Photos courtesy of Eric 
Anderson. 
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By Sally Haase 
The first Roman Catholics to put down 
roots in Haddam were three Acadian 
families in 1756.  The Arcadians were 
French Roman Catholics who lived 
in what is now Nova Scotia or New 
France then. The Acadians under 
British rule refused to honor the Prot-
estant English king. When the French 
and Indian War broke out, the Aca-
dians again refused allegiance to the 
crown.  So began the Great Expulsion 
by the British of Acadians to France, 
Britain, the Caribbean Islands and all 
along our East Coast. They were pretty 
much dumped off.  The Connecticut 
legislature assigned three families of 
several hundred to Haddam. Without 
the comfort of a Catholic church and 
after ten years, they returned home to 
Nova Scotia.

A century later, the great migration 
from Europe began; first the Irish in 
the early 19th century, followed by 
Germans, Italians, Poles and other 
eastern European Catholics. Requests 
were made to the Diocese of Boston 
(yes, Boston) for missionaries in light 
of the increasing Catholic population 
in Haddam. Indeed, the bishop did 
send missionaries to tend to his flock 
in Haddam, but it wasn’t until the es-
tablishment of the Hartford Diocese in 
1843 that more priests were sent from 
area churches to minister to the Hadd-
am Catholics.

It is thought that the first Mass 
in Haddam was said in a private 
residence in 1876 by Father Phillip 
Sheriden of the St. Joseph’s Church 
in Chester, who also served Old Say-
brook and Essex.  A piece of land was 
acquired on Saybrook Road with the 
intent of building a church.  While 
funding for the church was procured 
the parish rented Brainerd Hall for its 
services. In 1887 St. Peter’s Mission 
was dedicated.  

At first the Mass was celebrated 
only once a month, again by the pastor 
of the Chester church. By 1911 the 
mass was offered every two weeks and 
not until 1919 was a weekly service 
offered.  It was not until 1958 that the 
bishop of Diocese of Norwich elevated 
the mission church to a parish, allow-
ing its own priest. [Image: St Peters 
1878-1960]

Father Norman 
St. Martin, the first 
pastor of St. Peter’s 
Church, set out to 
raise funds for a new 
church to serve the 
growing parish. His 
plans called for a 
church hall, a rec-
tory, a convent and 
classroom for cate-
chism. With Father St. Martin’s dedica-
tion and enthusiasm a new church was 
dedicated on June 19, 1960. Interest-
ingly, the old wooden church on Say-
brook Road with its Gothic window 
and a bell tower was converted to a 
private residence and stands today.

Above the tabernacle hung a metal 
sculpture created for the new church 
by the award winning artist William 
Bowie. Bowie, a mid-century contem-
porary metal sculptor, is best known 
for using industrial materials. St. Pe-
ter’s wall sculpture, a cross of gilded 
nails, is a representation of the Resur-
rection of Jesus Christ. Along the way, 
it was replaced by a painting of the 
Devine Mercy.  The sculpture, recently 
found in storage, will hopefully find a 
new place of honor for parishioners to 
admire.[Image: St Peters Art Cross]

Adjacent to the 
church property, 
on Maple Avenue, 
a grand turn of the 
century home was 
purchased by the di-
ocese for the Moth-
erhouse, a convent. 
When these sisters 
moved to a new 
congregation, sisters 
from the Apostles 
of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, from the 
retreat on Candle-
wood Hill Road and 

Brainerd Road, stepped in to help the 
pastor with teaching catechism to the 
children. The sisters of the Apostles of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus will be the 
subject of another article in the near 
future.

Several pastors have served St. Pe-
ter’s Church since Father Martin died 
in 1965 that most of us can remember: 
Father Thomas W. Ahern, Father John 

B. Ramsey, Father Edward M. Konop-
ka , and Rev. Jan Swiderski, and Father 
Peter B. Lizewski.  Currently Father 
Joseph DeCosta, pastor of St Lawrence 
Church in Killingworth is serving as 
pastor of the two churches as they 
have been “yoked” by the diocese. Pa-
rochial Vicar, Father Martin J.W. Jones 
will serve both parishes but reside in 
the Higganum parish house.

Today, there are about 500 families 
in the parish. Religious education is 
an integral part of the church com-
munity and the future of the Catholic 
Church. Catechism is no longer rote 
memorization of church curriculum 
as it had been in the past. Rather, Trish 
Crete, Co-Director of Faith Formation, 
tells us that children and teens now 
learn with the help of videos/media in 
their classrooms as educating youth 
has changed in our modern world. 
Teens in Action present teens with the 
opportunity to travel each summer to 
“camp” where they help the elderly, 
and disadvantage with the upkeep of 
their homes. From the very young to 
the elderly parishioners, St. Peter’s en-
courages life-long learning and service 
to their faith and the community. After 
the three Acadian families came to 
Haddam 256 years ago, St. Peter’s has 
grown to become a substantial pres-
ence in the town of Haddam.

At the twenty-fifth anniversary 
celebration of the new parish, Father 
Konopka wrote, “A church would be 
merely a lifeless concept and a physi-
cal structure that would have no real 
purpose if it did not draw and nurture 
people – people of God who seek to 
know Him more intimately and to 
praise Him worthily.” 

Thanks to all who helped with this arti-
cle including Peter Sonski, Trish Crete, 
and the Haddam Historical Society.

FAITH / COMMUNITY

A short history of St. Peter’s Roman Catholic Church

Spirit and Balance, LLC
415 Killingworth Rd.

Suite 9A, Higganum, CT 06441
spiritandbalance@yahoo.com

860-301-9683

Cindy MacNeil Sola
Reiki Master

Psychic Medium
Psychometry

Guided Meditation
A Gift Certificate for use toward 

any of our services is a unique idea.
Check out our Facebook page.

Be the reason someone believes in the goodness of people.

Chip Frey • 860-345-4123 • 203-410-8258 • chipfrey@comcast.net

Free Estimates • No Job Too Small  Over 25 Years Experience
Licensed & Insured E-1#103344

I WILL call you back!

Above: Photo courtesy 
of Haddam Historical 
Society. Right: Photo by 
Sally Haase.
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The Nehemiah Brainard House B&B
Winner – Yankee Magazine

Best Hilltop Cottage of New England

988 Saybrook Road • Haddam, CT
860-345-8605 • www.brainardhousebb.com

Guaranteed results or your old body back!
Save 10% with this ad!

Weight Loss • Strength and Conditioning • Better Overall Health
Tired of paying high prices for a couple of sessions a week?

Work out with a trainer 2x a week or 6x a week, it’s all the same price.
Do what works for you to help achieve YOUR fitness goals.

415 Killingworth Rd., Higganum, CT 06441
PH: 860-554-5156   www.personalfitnesssolution.com

Minimum 3 month program required. 
New Clients only.

Riebold Sanitation, LLC
Septic Tank Pumping • Real Estate Inspections 

Septic Repair and Installation • Neighborhood Discounts on Pumping
Family owned and operated for 3 generations  

from Fred to Richie to Eric since 1947

Higganum, CT   860-345-2708

rieboldsanitation@yahoo.com      rieboldsanitationllc.com

Haddam Cooperative Nursery 
School 50th Anniversary 
Fundraising Campaign
There is a magic that happens every day, in a small 
school in our town, with the youngest of students.  
A tiny child rings a bell, the teachers sing “Cir-
cle Time,” and everyone gathers in a circle on the 
rug.  In that wiggly circle, the children share their 
treasures and triumphs.  In that wiggly circle, the 
magic begins – the learning of respect for others 
and themselves, the beginnings of true and deep 
kindness, and the love of their community.  After 
circle time, snack is set out by little hands – crumbs 
and cups and clean up time.  Then play time, which 
is also learning time.  Art projects, each a treasure, 
are set to dry in little cubbies with children’s names 
on little tags.  Then jackets on – it’s time for fresh air 
and running and trying to cross the monkey bars 
one more time (I can do it myself!).  Quietly and 
persistently, the magic of Circle Time has continued 
to happen for 50 years, in a cheerfully decorated 
classroom behind the First Congregational Church 
of Haddam.

In honor of our 50th anniversary, we are excited 
to announce a special fundraising campaign to raise 
$20,000.  This campaign, which we are calling “Our 
Legacy & Our Future” will not only help us fund a 
50th Anniversary Open House and dedicate a play-
ground plaque, celebrating our legacy, but will also 
help set our school up for a financially secure future.

HCNS is a non-profit organization run by our 
beloved teachers and a volunteer parent-led board, 
operating on a very limited budget.  Typically, tui-
tion covers only a small portion of the actual cost of 
each child’s educational experience, while additional 
funding is obtained through fundraising initia-
tives throughout the school year.  This year more 
than ever, we need the support of our small town 
community, as we are having a more difficult time 
closing the budget shortfall.  This gap is driven by 
significantly lower student enrollment, which as you 

are so keenly aware, not only impacts us at HCNS, 
but our regional school district as a whole.  As busi-
ness owners, families of the nursery school, and 
members of the local community, this is your oppor-
tunity to show your support for our nursery school, 
so that we may not only continue to make this won-
derful learning experience possible for the children, 
but so that we continue to shape our community’s 
future – abundant with kindness, respect, diligence, 
learning, and play.  Would you be willing to make 
a special, tax-deductible, donation to help us reach 
our goal and ensure a stable future for our school?  
Here are a few ways to donate to our 50th anniversa-
ry “Our Legacy & Our Future” campaign:
Make a donation online at our website www.haddam-
co-op.org
Check payable to HCNS mailed to Haddam Co-op-
erative Nursery School, PO Box #206, Haddam CT 
06438
Donate via our Facebook page www.facebook.com/
HaddamCooperativeNurserySchool/
Visit our fundraising page online at www.gofundme.
com/help-haddam-co-op-preschool
With deepest gratitude,
The Families and Children of Haddam Cooperative 
Nursery School

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the Editor
We encourage Letters to the Editor which 
foster understanding and awareness through 
discourse. They should be: civil, knowledge-
able, factual, and constructive. The letter must 
include the writer's name, town, and date, 
and should not exceed 400 words. The editors 
reserve the final decision on any letters pub-
lished; frequency of submissions from a single 
writer or group will be a factor in deciding 
whether to publish a letter. The editors may 
also add a short explanation of the writer's 
position or credentials.
Haddam News, PO Box 15,  
Higganum, CT 06441

LEGAL NOTICES

The Town of Haddam shall endeavor to post its Legal Notices with the 
Haddam News publication. In the event that the weekly publication 
cannot meet the Town’s statutory requirements, the Middletown 
Press or Hartford Courant shall be utilized to meet said statutory 
deadlines. Courtesy copies will be published to Haddam News that 
may or may not be timely. The Town’s website is: www.haddam.org.

LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF HADDAM 

TOWN MEETING 

Notice is hereby given to the legal voters and/or taxpayers of the 
Town of Haddam that a Town Meeting will be held at the 
Haddam Fire Station #1, 439 Saybrook Road, Higganum CT on 
Wednesday, December 5, 2018 at 6:30 pm for the following 
purpose: 

1. To choose a Moderator to preside over such meeting and 

2. To consider, discuss and vote to approve Budget Transfer 
Request 2018-5 for $355,320.00 from the Regional District #17 
line to Unallocated CNR line.

3. To consider, discuss and vote to approve the allocation of 
$141,500.00 from the Unallocated CNR line to a new line, Scovil 
Reservoir Dam for the needed repairs per dam safety section of 
DEEP regulations.

4. To consider, discuss and vote to approve the allocation of 
$9,000.00 for the Haddam Volunteer Fire Department from 
Unallocated CNR line to CNR 19-Fit Testing Machine line due to 
updated testing regulations requirements.

5. To consider, discuss and vote to repurpose CNR Truck 7-13 
line - $100,000.00 to purchase a Military Truck that meets the 
needs of the Haddam Volunteer Fire Department.

Dated in Haddam, CT this 29th day of November, 2018
Board of Selectmen:
Lizz Milardo
Larry Maggi
Melissa Schlag

Peter Arseneault
Peter Arseneault of Cedar Lake Road, Hadd-
am passed away on November 21.  Calling 
hours will be 10:00 - 11:00 AM at St. Peter's 
Catholic Church in Higganum followed by 
a Funeral Mass at 11:00 AM on Saturday 
December 1.

OBITUARY

John Ahearn
William Riebold
860-345-2590
www.higganumseptic.com

• Septic Tank Cleaning 
• Installations / Repairs
• Camera Inspections
• Sewer Rooter Service

POLICE NEWS

Vehicle Break-ins reported on 
Gunger Hill & Skunk Misery
November 20
Vehicles were broken into on Skunk Misery Road 
and Gunger Hill Road, in Higganum, during the ear-
ly morning hours. Several personal items were stolen 
from the vehicles. Both incidents are currently under 
investigation.

Remember, if YOU think your community is “safe,” 
there is a criminal out there thinking the very same 
thing. Protect yourself! Protect your community!
Please help put an end to these crimes by doing the 
following:
1. Call the police if you see or hear anything suspicious
2. Remove your keys from your vehicle
3. Remove any valuables from your vehicle
4. LOCK YOUR DOORS


